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Yi Chinho:
The first native Director of the Educational Bureau in colonial Korea
Tsugio Inaba

Yi Chinho (1867-1943) is referred to in almost all the works on ch’inilp’a, or pro-Japanese
Koreans, a popular publishing subject in Korea recently. The first Korean Director of the
Educational Bureau in the history of colonial Korea, he is now regarded as the “typical pro-
Japanese Korean bureaucrat who acted as a tool for Japanese rule in Korea.” While the
hypercriticism and all the notoriety seem to suit Yi Chinho, considering his career, existing
studies have only enumerated his titles and stopped short of close examination of his career
as Director of the Educational Bureau. Based on the question of whether Yi Chinho was an
“antinationalist” = chlinilp’a, this article aims at delineating his personal history and
reexamining his words and deeds from the perspective of the educational history of colonial
Korea. This article evinces that, in the office of Director of the Educational Bureau, Yi
Chinho displayed a side that cannot be categorized as ch’inilp’a, promoting with a resolute
attitude a plan of proliferating Korean elementary schools against the vehement opposition
of Japanese bureaucrats and the Japanese public. This article differentiates Yi’s degree of

ch’inilpa in the office as the Director from before or after the time.





