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On the progress of Bilingual Education in Xinjiang

—PFocusing on Uyghur Society—
Guljennet ANAYTULLA

Bilingual education in China started in the late 70s and gained full momentum in the
80s with the aim to encourage acquisition of common language and common culture,
and to preserve ethnic languages and cultures at the same time. While bilingualization
has been accepted by few ethnic groups, most ethnic groups still uses their native
languages only and the native languages are used for means of communication in daily
life. However, because of the rapid social changes, especially the major reform of
introducing Socialism market economy, Uyghur people widely came to have a
realization of the necessity to learn Chinese in order to study advanced science and
technology. As a result, their eagerness to learn Chinese and needs for bilingual
education grew rapidly, and then various project concerning bilingual education, for
example, bilingual experimental classes, Uyghur-Han mixed schools, HSK and Uyghur
schools in other provinces of China, were promoted.

In this paper, I trace the process of development of bilingual education in Xinjiang
after the constitution of New China on the basis of the historical background of
bilingual phenomena in ancient Xinjiang. In addition, I introduce the present state of
bilingual education in Xinjiang on what I researched in Urumgqi, Turpan, Corla and
Kashgar, correlating with the Openness reforms, Western regions development projects
and the advancement of the globalization.

Bilingual education is effective on the proficiency of Chinese for minority group
students, but there are some negative impacts on a folk heritage, like a language of
minority groups, and on their traditional cultures. In order to preserve the ethnic
languages and cultures, it is necessary to develop proper methods of balanced bilingual

education.
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