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A study about perception of children in multicultural circumstance
—To surpass essentialism—
Naoki TARUMI

There are two purposes on this papar. One is to view that how we should percieve
children in multicultural circumstance (tabunkanokodomo) , and to presentation an idea
about that problem. The other is to consider how teachers should help tabunkanokodomo with
special heeds.

I argue these matters in terms of non-essentiaalism. In other words, I will declare that
some problems about perception of tabunkanokodomo based on “essentialism”.

So far there are two streams about how to comprehend tabunkanokodomo. One is based
on “essentialism”, and the other is “non-essentialism”. Essentialism produces particular
categories, like “Chinese” or “Japanese” and we tend to percieve tabunkanokodomo through
those categories. However, those categories based on ethnicity cause various troubles on
tabunkanokodomo in Japanese school.

First, essentialism lead us misunderstand the “differentiation” of tabunkanokodomo.
Secondly, categorization—this is a process of perception based on esséntialism—is unable to
see the truth about tabunkanokodomo. Thirdly, essentialism causes considerable danger of
racial discrimination.

So in this paper, I insist on the needs of how to percieve tabunkanokodomo
non-essentialy. That is, to stop producing categories based on ethnicities, nationalities and so
on. And Japanese teachers have to care for each of tabunkanokodomo, their special needs. For

that, such categories should be removed constantly.





