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Forming Her Identity of a first Generation Korean Woman in Japan:
A Case Study of Shamanism
Ryoko MIYASHITA

In this thesis, the case of Ms. K is studied. Ms. K has been giving “kut” (shamanic
ceremony) to Japanese people since around 1970. From the fact that her clients are Japanese,
it can be proved that new shamanism is functioning regardless of ethnicity. There is a
tendency that the first generation Korean women who have the base of their native culture
are considered to have reproduced their ethnic identity, but Ms. K has been building up her
world of life while she was sharing both Korean and Japanese culture with Japanese people
through the medium of shamanism. The Korean and the Japanese have shared each of their
cultures and created whole new shamanism, crossing the boundaries of ethnicity in the world
of their daily lives, in spite of Japanese policy toward Korean Japanese which has undergone
several changes: from forced assimilation into Japanese culture before World War II and
discrimination (contempt) during postwar years, to integration into one united nation.
Whereas the third and fourth generation Korean Japanese, who have their immigrant
culture derived and developed from the original Korean culture, or their own culture which is
different from their original culture, associate with Japanese people through their segment of

“Japanese identity  , this first generation Korean Japanese shaman has built up her world
of life, sharing each of Korean and Japanese culture with J apahese people.

In the preceding studies in the past, more emphasis was laid on the function of a shaman,
who has the base of urban ethnic groups, to revitalize their ethnicity. But such assertion is
valid under the self-evidence that Korean Japanese shamanism belongs only to Korean
Japanese. If you emphasize reproduction of ethnic identity, you might put too much

“emphasis” on boundaries, and therefore, Korean people in Japan might be represented as a
too much peculiar ethnic group.

As is shown in the case study in this thesis, both the Japanese and the Korean Japanese
are cooperating in newly building up what transcends their ethnic identity, by practicing
their folk customs under the multicultural circumstances in the world of Korean Japanese.
The purpose of this thesis is to consider how the first generation Korean woman in Japan

formed her identity in the process.





