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About Men’s Movement and the Environment which Surrounds it in Korea
Masanori SASAKI

The establishment of "The Group of The People who Try to Become a Good Father" in 1992
generated a Korean men’s movement. Then, by gathering the organization which existed in each place
in 1997 as one national activity organization, "National Organization of Father’s Club in Korea", it got
tentative excellent results. The Korean men’s movement is originally a measure to the eclipse of the
authority of the father in the home, if paraphrasing, the one which was born to recover ( or to get ) the
status and the role of the father in the home. Therefore, the men's movement in Korea was strong in the
side, the father’s movement, in the early stage step of the activity. As for the men's movement in those
days, it is the most important to "participate in the child care in the home". However, as for this thing,
the man where there is not a child at the same time meant the fact to be excluded from there. The men's
movement in the early stages had the limit that the width of the activity was limited because it was a
father’s movement.

It enters in the 2000s and the Korean men’s movement is showing a new tendency. The men's
movement organization, "The group of the fathers" which was established in 2001, is taking the center.

"The group of the fathers" released the following declaration when establishing.

+ We make an effort for investing love and time in the home life and becoming the equally opened
father who is burdened with the role and the responsibility of the child care and the housework and
SO on.

We don't discriminate against our daughter son, and raise her and him to learn an equal
responsibility and a role.

- We are not the deflected father who loves only its own child and declare that it achieves a role and
a responsibility for our daughter and son as the social father.

- We promise to make a social movements of a company system improvement to be able to have the
time which can be spent with the children in the home.

- We stand at the head of abolishing the householder system to make keep sexism and son's

preference, because of daughter’s independence as his own master.

"The group of the fathers" has two directionalities. One is not the father who is good only for the
partner and the child, is the directionality to aim at the good father who was opened by the society.
Another is the directionality to complain to the world of the solution of the gender problem actively. To
realize them, it does a monthly meeting, web site, some campaigns and festivals.

"The group of the father" tries to spread out a men's movement group as the social movement group
where the activeness concerns society for the solution of the gender problem beyond the limit which the

men's movement in Korea in the 90s had.
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