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Religion and Cure:
A Study on the Spiritual World of Uyghur
' Akifumi Nishihara

Unexpectedly the Uyghur nation has a lot of people that are occupied with the psychic
profession. They all cure with mysterious way. And the strange thing is that the Uyghur
nation accepts them. Why do they believe these religious healing? The purpose of this paper
is to explain the mechanism of this knowledge and conception. Especially in this paper I
intend to deal with "Molla".

Molla is one of the psychic profession. They generally treat with reading the
particular phrase of Koran and saying their prayers(dua). In any case, They adopt this way.
To examine the reason why the Uyghur nation accepts molla's such cure, I refer to theory
Hamamoto proposed(2001). He brings up two keywords "rule" and "order" to understand the
function of rite. Why do non-Westerner that anthropologists frequently have taken as the
objects of their study believe the effect of their mysterious rite? According to Hamamoto's
view, non-Westerner don't accept it either as "social engagement" or as "natural order(for
example if a man jumps from the tenth floor of building, the one mostly dies)". They accept
it as "second nature". This is the nature on recognition, that is to say, "metaphorical order"
organized by the mesh of language. I want to introduce a example Hamamoto presents.
Duruma people in Kenya believe that if you move your water jar in kitchen, your wife will
die. This irrational view is the result of the operation of 'metaphorical order'. There are a
lot of expression about homestead and inhabitant‘in Duruma society. For example "bring
into","put out", "put" and so on. If wife properly "put" in her homestead is "put out", it is
logically reasonable that she is given some influence on. Right then, why does moving water
jar becomes "putting out" wife? That is social engagement or what is called "constitutive
rule". As when Japanese call water "mizu", there is not necessity in its phenomenon,
moving water jar is not connected with "putting out" wife at all. It chanced that the two
were connected.

Molla's cure is also probably accepted as "second nature". They are very pious Muslim.
In treating, they entirely read Kolan and say dua. Moreover, before the cure they always
cleanse their body, as if before namaz(worship: it is practiced as duty to Allah) Muslim
always do it. Isn't this showing that Molla equates their cure with namaz? From the
begining, to Uyghur people namaz has many effects. For example it removes sin and bad
mind and brings good luck. Molla also says that his cure removes the obstacle of future.
From these cases, may I say that Molla's cure is the variation of "practicing Islam"? To sum
up, Molla's cure must be catched by the word of "believe in Allah". If Molla's cure is catched
by the word, it is completely natural that Uyghur people think it has some effects. Because
pious religion naturally invites good luck and welfare of the next world. This is the answer

to my above problem.





