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The New Ethnicities of the Young Japanese Brazilians:
Based on the Participant Observation of the Groups of

Young Japanese Brazilian in Sdo Paulo

Yuko YAMANOUCHI

The purpose of this paper is to examine the activities of two groups of young
Japanese Brazilians—Seinenbunkyo Sao Paulo (Departamento Jovem da Sociedade
Brasileira de Cultura Japonesa) and ASEBEX (Associagdo Brasileira de Bolsistas e
Ex-Bolsistas no Japao) . Both of them are the largest active groups in Séo Paulo.

Seinenbunkyo is a segment of Brazilian Society of Japanese Culture (bunkyo), but
it opens its doors not only to Japanese Brazilians, but also to anyone who is interested
in the activities in/out of “colonia japonésa’ — community comprised of Japanese
immigrants and their descendents in Brazil — with other young Japanese Brazilians.

ASEBEX is the association of ex-scholarship students and trainees in Japan. One
of the important activities is a four-week preparation course on studying and training
in Japan. Every January, students and trainees take the course before going to Japan.
They call it “koshukai,” which means “course” in Japanese.

The common characteristics and objectives that these groups have are their open
door policy, which invites anyone to join regardless of whether they are Japanese
descendents or not. Their goal is to overcome old ethnicity as “Japonés (Japanese)”
and to create new ethnicity “nikker’ so as not to exclude “gaijin (non-Japanese

descendents)”.

— 114 —





