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Rytizan Middle School: A case study of a "naichijin" school in colonial Korea
Tsugio INABA

Rytizan Middle School (est. 1918) was the fourth oldest middle school established for
naichijin (Japanese living in colonial territories) in Chésen (colonial Korea), and considered
the second best in Keijé (K. Kyéngséng: present Seoul), very often playing second fiddle to
Keijo Middle School (est. 1909). However, the general evaluation is that Rytizan, led by its
second principal Takagi Yoshito (office term: March 1932 - March 1940) drew closer to and
caught up with its prominent rival. The main objective of this article is to trace this

process.

One of the characteristics of Rytizan Middle School is that most of its history (April
1918 - March 1944) was accomplished thrbugh the initiative of only three principals. This
fact is indicative of the stability of the school, and the consistency of its educational policies.
It is another objective of this article to clarify its uniqueness in terms of its administration

and its management of teachers.

Actually, it is not correct to say that Rytzan caught up with Keijé academically.
To be more accurate, the academic gap between the two schools, which was immense at the
time of Rytizan's infancy, became quite slim by the middle of 1930s. In terms of sports,
Rytizan succeeded in excelling Keij6, and increased its reputation sufficiently enough to be

on a par with Keijo overall.

It is noteworthy that teachers stayed for a considerably long time at RyQzan.
Aside from Fukushima Matahachi, the first principal, who was in office for fourteen years,
and the second principal Takagi, for eight years, at least 29 out of the 95 full-time teachers
stayed in Rytzan for more than 8 years. Credit should go to these teachers for Ryfizan's

rise, who guided students with the slogan of "Catch up with Keijo, run ahead of Keijo."





