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NIKKEI: New Ethnicity of Japanese-Brazilians

Yuko YAMANOUCHI

This paper examines, from an anthropological perspectivea new ethnicic phenomena among young
Japanese-Brazilians. This new ethniciy is called “Nikkei” and appeared in Brazil at the same time as did
“globalization,”a phenomenon that include a labor migration Brazil to Japan that began in the late 1980’s.
It had been said that the “Issei” (first generation) identify as “Nihonjin’(Japanese) in order to contrast
themselves with “Gaijin” (non- Japanese descent), while the “Nisei”(second generation) suffer conflicts
between Japanese and Brazilianidentities.

“Nikkei” is different from the ethnicities described above in that ittries to negotiate a dualistic discourse
of identification, Japanese or Brazilian. If anything, Nikkei take advantage oftheir privilege to access to
both Brazil and Japan and they never adhere to one ethnicity, but choose their own identityituationally.

This study examines the new ethnicity of Japanese Brazilians via two cases of the young Japanese
Brazilians who live inSao Paulo and of the returnees from Japan, as“ex-Dekasseguis”(ex-migrant workers,

in Portuguese).
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