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Bilingual Education in the U.S.A.
: A Case Study of Japanese Bilingual Education in the State of California
Mizuho FUJII

It will be “the Browning of America”, because there will be a dynamic change in the ethnic make up in
2020 in the United States. Especially, the numbers of Hispanic, Asian and Black-American population will
double the present figures. Because of this, the existence of limited-English-proficient (LEP) student is one
of the biggest problems because of bilingual education; there are more than three million LEP students in
2000.

Since “Bilingual Education Act” in 1968 was settled, a numerous interpretation of bilingual education
were implemented all over the states. But in State of California, Proposition 227, a ballot initiative
approved in June 1998, eliminated all native-language instruction and bilingual education in public school
in a state with 40 percent of the nation’s LEP student. The future of bilingual education is suddenly in
doubt.

After elimination of bilingual education in California, however, some of bilingual education continued
under special circumstances. For example, if there is a student who wants to attend a bilingual school,
he/she must submit documents to school border in order to opt out of the proposition 227.

The author’s objective of this paper is to analyze a case study of Japanese Bilingual Education in an
elementary school in a State of California. The paper explores: 1) why the school that the author picks up
as a case study of bilingual education in this paper, William. R De Avilla Elementary School, continues in
bilingual education against Proposition 227; 2) a path for the future generations which need bilingual
education in California based on the findings of 1).

William. R De Avilla Elementary School has a Japanese Bilingual-Bicultural Program (JBBP). JBBP has
five characteristics.

1. It is a historical product

2. A Sensei (Teacher) plays an important role

3. A variety of school activities are developed including the activities related to Japanese cultural events
4. Positive participation of students’ parents and communities are involved

5. ltis generating a positive influence on students’ attitudes and school ethos

The school that has very characteristic programs is one of the cases in bilingual education in California.
The study found, however, that it was the diligent nature and high academic standard of Japanese student
that attracted the support for the introduction of Japanese bilingual education in the school, rather than the
content of the bilingual education itself. This implies that it is essential for a bilingual education to provide
the additional educational effects to the students and schools, if it were to be valued and sustained in the
future. In other words, a bilingual education is expected not only to be a language. teaching scheme, but also

to serve as a strong instrument in improving an over all school learning environment.





