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The Development of the Multicultural Setting of the School Children

and the Correspondence of the School:

A Case Study on an Elementary School in Fukuoka City
Takeshi YOSHITANI

In this paper, I will try to describe some means of the correspondence to the multicultural setting of
the children in an elementary school in Fukuoka City.

In recent years, the foreign dwellers are increasing in Fukuoka City. And a logical results of them,
there are many children who have wide diverse cultural backgrounds in elementary and secondary
schools in Fukuoka City. For example, these children include Japanese returnee children from China,
children of the international students, and children of the family of the former Japanese migrants coming
to work in Japan from South America, the foreign residents' children, the international children and so
on. I think in order to make a correct acceptance of them, we have to take into account their cultural
and social context in these schools. By using this word, the cultural and social backgrounds, I want to
consider the linguistic and religious one, not the nationality of them.

At first, I described multicultural settings in the school life in Fukuoka City, and the next referred
to a case of an elementary school accepting many children from different cultural backgrounds in this
paper.

To describe the situation occurred in this city, I summarized some data from my research outcomes
which was done last year. We knew already that the number of them is not so much compared to the
case of some western countries such as France and USA. Probably the number is much smaller than
these countries, but Japanese society did not have the experience of the reception of children from
different cultural backgrounds such as Islamic religion in our Japanese schools. If the children have
special religious background as this, it is difficult to cope with his/her necessity to fulfil religious
requests by the classroom teacher alone. Since Japanese teachers are not acquainted with Islamic way of
life that their parents wants to make their children realize. In addition to this, Japanese teachers,
especially in the elementary school, tend to do all things alone in their classroom. But in a new situation
such as happening in schools now, it is necessary to coop with another teachers and officers in the
school.

After that, I described the tentative in one school accepting many children with various properties
such as religious and linguistic backgrounds, the way of life, etc. In this school, many teachers are
collaborating with each other to accept many kind of children from different cultural backgrounds. I think

we can take many useful information and examples from the school that I mentioned in this paper.





