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Kinship and Marriage in Uygur:
A Case Study in Hami Area

Akifumi Nishihara

The purpose of this paper is to explain the gender of Uygur, especially women's position in their
social “structure. Uygur don't have many kinship name. But paternal side and maternal side is same.
Judging from this, they attach importance to unity of kinship relation. This hypothesis is proved by their
family name (lakam) and Family tree. Trough them, Uygur people had maintained their lineage identity.
But, as marriage is perspnal relation of husband and wife, so it should disturb unity of kinship. In this
way, daughter in law is disliked as stranger by her husband's relatives. Therefore, I must revise the
predominance of man over woman in Uygur. Probably daughter in law is often removed in relatives of
husband. Daughter is not so much removed as bride. She is treated warmly in the inheritance. This is the
position of woman in Uygur.

But there is a question that is not yet solved. If, as I said above, kinship name of paternal side and
maternal side is same, daughter in law must be treated warmly. The only way that can solve this
contradiction is the marriage in paternal kinship relation. Especially the marriage with parallel cousin in

father's side is the most desirable.





