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A Study of Self-Cognition of Japanese-Chinese Student : His Life-Hisotory

Tomo FUKUSHIMA (Graduate School, Kyushu Univ.)

The purpose of this article is to consider self-cognition of foreign children. Now, in Japan,
the situation of society has become multi-culturally. As situation become multi-culturally,
confilicts has occured in Japanese school. In the typical nation-state, the purpose of its
national-education is to make "nations". Therefore, in Japanese education system, students who
has "different" cultures occure conflicts.

In spite of this situation, administration classifies these students "Foreign Students."
Indeed, these of them acquire Japanese nationality. This point in time, they consist "Japanese
Students". But, they are not "Japanese Students (typical Japanese) ."

Focusing on a life-history of one of such students, Japanese-Chinese student, this paper
tries to show his process of self-cognition and an "actual" shape of him.

His chronologial table is below (Fig.1).

Fig.1 Chlonologica Table (extract)

year | age event
1983 | 0 born in Cheng-Yang City, China

1985 | 2 come over to Japan

1993 | 10 acquire Japanese nationality

1993 | 10 moving to present house

He said, "I wodered why he said discriminal words, for example "go back China" (in
elementary school)
, "Why teachers said me that I had to make importance of being born in China?"
(in elementary school and junior high)

, "Japanese or Chinese?" (in highschool)

From his words, he was confused between nationality and ethnicity, or, self-cognition and
self-cognition from others.
And now, he said,
"I understand maself Japanese "and" Chinese, not Japanese "or" Chinese"

, "Moreover, not Japanese and Chinese, it is important to feel "It's I!""

These discrepancy between self-cognition and self-cognition form others brought him
conflicts, and finally he reached a self-compromise. It is important to focus this
conflict-compromise. prosess. As focusing on such process, we will can find an opprtunity of

typicaly "Japanese students"'s plurality.





