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The Possibilities of Civic Education for a Democratic Society.
George H. Wood's Educational Theory.
: Tetsuya Kawano

This paper examines the possibilities of civic education (or citizenship education)
focussing on George H. Wood's Theory which discusses issues ranging from reproductive
theories toparticipative democracy. This paper evaluates Wood s Theory inrelation to civic
education.

I have had the opportunity to study about civic education in the United States and
Japan. There are many researchers in Japan as well as the United States who are interested
in Radical Democracy, Multicultural Education, and Educational reform. In the U.S, school
is seen as undertaking a civic mission which helps to build a democratic society, whereas
civic education is seen as curriculum—centered. If the school undertakes a role in building
a democracy, civic education should be expanded to school democracy, classroom climate,
and community involvement.

This paper highlights three sections according to Wood' s research processes. First,
Wood criticized the reproductive theories by identifying effects that educators were
paralyzed. While educator wanted to build a democratic society, the reproductive theories
provided avision that dominant social orders determined efforts within school. He suggested
improving schooling while maintaining the existing school systems, whereas H. Giroux
focused on a vision of radical reform of school systems. This leads us to decide on a
philosophical rationale in order to explain the civic education program. Secondly, Wood
examined the two different ideas of democracy which were participative democracy and
protective democracy inspired by C. Patemann. Protective democracy is not the useful in
a democratic society and has the same meaning as the reproductive theories. Because, Wood
analyzed that protective democracy resulted in protecting not only individual interests,
but also the dominant social orders. Wood suggested that educator should select the
participative democracy. Which leads us to evaluate efforts of civic education from the
political theory perspective. Thirdly, Wood established a variety of civic education
programs to include not only curriculum, but also school life. This leads us to define the
various of civic education programs. Civic educators must evaluate many dimensions of civic
educétion program to understand what kind of advantage the civic education program has.

The following outlines the critical points for civic educators. It is important
for civic educator to 1) define a philosophical rationale of civic education, 2) contrast
political ideas (the purpose of civic education) with the methods on civic education, 3)
redefine civic education programs by including civics curriculum, school democracy, and
community involvement. I will focus on the first point because reproductive theories in
relation to civic education has not been examined before. It’s important for civic educators
to believe that civic education programs contain the possibilities for building a democratic
society. Civic educators could meet with much success if they stand on the assumption in
which there are lots of possibilities for building democratic society.





