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International Movements and Japanese Policies Related to the Persons with Disabilities
Yong-Sub KIM

International Year (1981) and the Decade (1983-1992) of Disabled Persons announced by United
Nations had a great impact on many countries. These were aimed at universalized normalization. The
concept of universalized normalization was originated in Denmark for achievement of 'Full Participation
and Equalization' of disabled persons. The Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific
(ESCAP) of United Nations also endeavored to meet and overcome the problem of persons with
disabilities through the resolution of 'Asian and Pacific Decade of Disabled Persons' (1993-2002) in its
General Meeting held in Beijing at Beijing in 1992.

These International activities and the demands of Associations for persons with disabilities influenced
the Japanese Government to reconsider their old policies and measures for the persons with disabilities.
The latest policies of Japanese Government for the persons with disabilities are discussed in this paper as
following: A New Long-Term Program 'Society for All' for the persons with disabilities as Government
Measures was formulated in March, 1993 for the term 1993 to 2002. It was based on United Nations
Decade Program 'Desirable Measures for the Disabled' reported in January 1993 by the Central Council on
Measures for the Mentally and Physically Challenged Persons. Normalization and equal opportunity were
the main aim of New Long-Term Program but these concepts were quite ambivalent in the program with
weak numerical target values. It was realized that decided targets were indispensable for these concepts and
the program was not a substantial representation of commitment.

The New Long-Term Program attained legal status through the enactment of the Fundamental Law for
Persons with Disabilities in November 1993. This stipulated that the formulation of the basic plan for
persons with disabilities is an obligation of the Government (4rticle7-2) .

As a measure to realized the policies laid out in the New Long-Term Program, the ‘Program for Persons
with Disabilities: 7-year Normalization (1996-2002) - proclaimed in December 1995 is an emphatic
implementation. It is based on rehabilitation and normalization, and designed to emphatically promote the
policies in seven perspectives as following:

(1) living together in the communities, (2) promotion of social independence, (3) acceleration of barrier
elimination, (4) improvement in quality of life (QOL), (5) ensuring safety in living, (6) elimination of
mental and emotional barriers, and (7) international cooperation and exchange befitting this nation. _

In this way, the Japanese Government has taken a more positive stance with their recent and
effective policies towards recognizing and adopting the widespread trend of international efforts and
demands of domestic associations for persons with disabilities. Along with the numerical targets upgrading
requirements, the other issues like securing sufficient funding, broadening the legal definition of persons
with disabilities, and strengthening legal provisions for the protection of rights and prohibition of social

discrimination still remain to be addressed in future.





