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Tokyo Women’s Higher Normal School and Education in Korea Before 1945

INABA Tsugio

Tokyo Women’s Higher Normal School was the leading training institution for women
teachers in pre-Second World War Japan. This paper investigates the educational activities
of graduates of Tokyo Women’s Higher Normal School in Korea before 1945.

Graduates of Tokyo Women’s Higher Normal School, known collectively as ‘Ohinkai’,
had been particularly active in education overseas since 1900. In October 1938, of
Ohinkai’s 3955 members, 259 (6.5%) were living abroad. Of these 259, the largest number
was to be found in Korea.

Ohinkai played a significant role in the field of women’s secondary education in Korea
before 1945. Seoul and Pusan, in particular, saw the formation of a number of bases for
this activity. Nevertheless, male teachers maintained their dominant position in the pre-war
period, both within Japan itself (naichi) and in its overseas territories (gaichi).
Consequently, the proportion of female teachers was restricted. In fact, no Ohinkai
member ever attained the position of school principal in Korea.

Furthermore, the careers of these female teachers were largely determined by their
marriages. They were often called upon to return to Japan for marriage, or to transfer
schools within Korea in order to accompany their husbands. Thus, their periods of
employment in Korea were, in general, short.





