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1. Research Background

During the early Heian period (794-909) |,
court women were excluded from the state
academy (Daigakuryd K% %%) because of their
gender. However, there are sparse records
showing their involvement in Sinitic writing.
Then, how did they attain Sinitic literacy outside
the state academy, and how did they utilize their
Sinitic knowledge? This research aims to survey
the Sinitic education of court women in the early
Heian period, so as to reconsider the relation
between their feminine identity, their role at

court and Sinitic literacy.

2. Research Approach

The first part of this research will examine
women’s attainment of Sinitic knowledge and
the practices of Sinitic literacy through three
positions at court, namely those of female
physicians, female officials and Sinitic poetesses.
The second part will center on the life and
achievements of Royal Princess Uchiko H ¥ +
N T (807-847), who functioned in the triple
roles of a Sinitic poetess, the daughter of Saga
Tenn6 and the first high priestess (saiin 27f¢) at

Kamo Shrine (Kamo jinja &5 .

3. Findings

Princess Uchiko and the three groups of
court women sought their ways to attain Sinitic
knowledge vis-a-vis their roles and identities at
court. Female physicians, whose medical skills

were valued more than language skills, were



taught via oral instruction. In contrast, female
officials, who were responsible for supervision or
management work, were trained to master higher
level Sinitic reading and writing skills, and even
thrived as Sinitic poetesses. Princess Uchiko, who
had the highest status amongst them, enjoyed a
favorable environment to Sinitic education due
to her parents’ influence, participation in poetry

events, and her life of abstinence in Kamo Shrine.
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the Role of Foreign Language Effect on
Ethical Judgement
and its Gender Difference

JIN YIMENG

Graduate School of Systems Life Sciences
Integrated Doctoral Course 3" year

1. Research Background

The linguistics research published by Keysar
and his colleagues in 2012 suggests that less
decision bias is happening when using a foreign
language (FL) instead of native language
(NL). The exist of Foreign Language Effect
(FLE) has been proposed on risk-taking and
moral judgement. It might be explained as the
use of a foreign language stunts emotional
processing and eventually lead to a relatively
rational decision (Caldwell-Harris, et al., 2009).

The current research aims to find evidence
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of whether FLE affects ethical judgement on
experiment proposals and whether there’s

gender difference happening.

2. Methods

16 healthy subjects (8 females, 8 males) with
relatively sufficient English ability participated in
the experiment. Experiment proposals (of human
subject research) used in the current research
were extracted from the stimuli sets of the
research published by Wilson and his colleagues
in 2014. Each of the subjects were asked to
give evaluation on 200 experiment proposals
(100 in NL, 100 in FL), by interacting with an
experiment PC. The question for evaluation is
“Should this experiment be allowed to run?”,
so that subjects could give a judgement on the
ethicality of each proposal. The effect of different

contents has been counterbalanced by grouping.

3. Result of Analysis
The main result found by this research can be

concluded as:

1.FLE does exist in ethical judgement on
experiment proposals. Less polarized
judgement was given in FL than in NL, which
could be explained as FL provides greater
cognitive and emotional distance than NL.

2. Females tend to give more polarized response
on ethical judgement than males do, but both
genders are equally affected by FLE.

3. The longer time people spend in considering,

the less polarized they are. But it only happens
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in FL but not in NL.
4. Better FL users tend to give more polarized

ethical judgement in FL.
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