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This investigation (N=1,168) delves into the
pressing issue of sexism in higher education
and examines whether gender equality within
academic institutions serves to diminish its
prevalence. Focusing on Kyushu University in
Japan and Stockholm University in Sweden,
the research explores the correlation between
gender equality, demographic variables, and
sexism within these distinct academic settings.
Utilizing the Ambivalent Sexism Scale, Modern
Sexism Scale, and Neosexism Scale, the study
assesses sexism among diverse groups of
students and staff, considering factors such
as gender, age, educational background, and
exposure to gender studies courses. The results
reveal that at Stockholm University, where
gender equality initiatives are more pronounced,
there is a notable association with lower levels
of hostile and neosexism, particularly among
female participants. However, these efforts do

not comprehensively address more implicit
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forms of sexism, indicating the persistent nature
of benevolent and modern sexism despite a
climate of increased diversity. Moreover, the
study finds that men consistently exhibit higher
levels of sexism across all forms, aligning
with broader societal patterns. Intriguingly,
while exposure to feminist theory and gender
studies shows a potential for reducing overtly
hostile sexism, it appears less effective against
benevolent and modern sexism. Additionally, the
anticipated correlation between older age groups
and increased sexism was not substantiated,
suggesting that age alone is not a definitive
factor in sexist attitudes within university

contexts.
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Negotiation of masculinities among
gay migrants in the urban China

LI Huifeng
Graduate School of Integrated Science for Global Society, DC3

1. Background

The intranational migration has been a
significant phenomenon in China. There is
increasing study of migrant masculinity in
China discussing the challenges male migrants
face (Tsang, 2021; Kong, 2020; Rofel, 1999) .
However, the voice of migrant sexual minorities
is scant. This study explored how gay migrants
navigate the masculinities of their migration

process.

2. Research Method

This study adopted qualitative methods,
including fieldwork, interviews, and participant
observation. Interviews were conducted with 11
participants, and thematic analysis was used to

analyze their experiences in migration.

3. Result

Gay individuals have historically been
associated with femininity (Nardi, 2000) .
However, this study found various and dynamic
expressions of gay masculinities. Two themes
emerged in their migration from hometowns to
urban areas: some gay migrants embrace liberal
masculinity to express their gay identity and
embrace femininity, while others join competitive

urban masculinity by working out and building a

masculine image.
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Restorying through translanguaging
arts-based inquiry in English
language education

YAO Claire Ji Shing
Graduate School of Design, DC2

1. Background

English language education in Japan is rooted
in dynamics of cultural imperialism and native
speakerism (Holliday, 2006) , or linguistic

injustice. This harms learners’ perceptions of

FIRFARES 2023 FEY 1 7 2 —HARICEY HEFENDARBA TR S A

119



120

their abilities and potential, not to mention
their sense of language ownership. These
dynamics must be challenged through critical
pedagogical approaches that center learner
funds of knowledge (Moll et al., 1992) . Arts-
based inquiry in English language education
is a powerful way to shift the master narrative
informed by native speakerism. It facilitates
learner restorying of their language practices
and developmental trajectories, reauthoring their
experiences in a way that acknowledges and
celebrates their assets as emerging bilinguals

and multilinguals (Garcia, 2009) .

2.Method

This ongoing qualitative study involved three
case studies exploring the possibilities of arts-
based inquiry processes at three educational
institutions in Japan: 1) a national university
self-access language learning center, 2) a public
girls high school, and 3) a coeducational public

high school.

3. Results

Preliminary findings point to the ways in
which arts-based inquiry can foster subtle yet
fundamental shifts around language practices
and experiences as related to themes of social
location, gender and sexuality, senstive and
traumatic experiences, and autonomy. Findings
will be of interest to educators and educational
leaders who aim to foster linguistic justice and

global citizenship through innovative pedagogical
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approaches.
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Elucidating the role of microglia in
molecular basis of sex differences in
Alzheimer's disease

Haiyan DU
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1. Background

Studies have shown that Alzheimer’s disease
(AD) is less prevalent in men than in women;
however, the mechanisms remain unclear
(1) . Microglia, play a crucial role in AD by
releasing inflammatory cytokines and degrading

aggregated amyloid B (AB) via autophagy.



Microglial characteristics depend on sex,
suggesting relating to AD (2, 3) . Given that, we
focused on testosterone, male sex hormone. Low
testosterone has been reported to be associated
with a higher risk of AD in men. In this study, we
investigated whether testosterone in microglia

regulates autophagy.

2. Methods

Mouse microglial cell line MG6 and AD mouse
model were used. Autophagic flux was assessed
by LC3 or p62, as autophagic indicators.
Signaling pathway related molecules detected

protein expression.

3. Results

We found that testosterone suppressed
the phosphorylation of ERK in MG6 cells,
suppressing mTOR, and promoting autophagy.
A colocalized with LC3, indicating the uptake
and degradation of Af3. Autophagy increased
upon co-stimulation with A8 and testosterone.
Male AD mouse model showed more autophagy.
These results indicate that testosterone enhances
autophagy in microglia, and thus may play a
crucial role in the low susceptibility to AD in

men.
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