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To clarify the relationship between the distribution of vascular plants on the forest floor and topographical factors such as slope
aspect and inclination, a survey was conducted in the Ashoro Research Forest (ARF) of the Kyushu University, located in eastern
Hokkaido. Nine watersheds in ARF which has north and south facing slope were chosen, and 5 plots (2 m x 4 m) were randomly
set at three topographic locations (ridge, mid-slope, and valley floor) to record vascular plant composition of forest floor in natural
broadleaved forests. In addition, plot location, slope aspect, slope inclination, and elevation were recorded as topographic factors. As
a result, a total of 343 vascular plant species (excluding unidentifiable species) were identified in 270 plots and surroundings at 54
locations. Here we report on the species composition of the plot surveys.
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Fig.1 Scheme of the plot survey.
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Table 1 Variable definition of the list of plot survey (plot_survey.csv)

Variable name Unit

Variable definition

Life form of plants ; "herb", "shrub",

Japanese name of the plant observed in the plot

non 1

sapling", "tree'

Latin name of the plant observed in the plot

Survey D - Date of Survey

Plot N - Individual name of plot
Japanese N

Life F -

Latin N -

Based on Ohashi ef al. (2017), Ebihara (2016, 2017)

Abb -

Abbreviation of the latin name
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Table 2 Variable definition of the list of surrounding plants (surrounding_plants.csv)

Variable name Unit

Variable definition

Survey D -
Site N -

S Japanese N

Date of Survey

One site consists of 5 plots within a radius of 20 meters

Japanese name of the plant observed around the plots

Latin name of the plant observed in the plot

Based on Ohashi et al. (2017), Ebihara (2016, 2017)

S Latin N -

Abb -

Abbreviation of Latin name

#3 WHERDT—41EE (plot_environment.csv)
Table 3 Variable definition of the list of plot environmental factor (plot_environment.csv)

Variable name Unit

Variable definition

Plot N -

Slope D -

Topo -

Aspect degree (0~359°)
GPS N numeric

Lat numeric

Lon numeric

Alt meter

INC degree

Classification of "ridge",

Individual name of plot

Slope direction "North" or "south"

non

slope" and "valley"

The slope aspect at the plot

No. of GPS position

Latitude measured by hand held GNSS reciever
Longitude measured by hand held GNSS reciever
Altitude of the plot

Slope increnation at the plot
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