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Issues and Challenges in Disability History Research:

Through the summative work of the research project “Interdisciplinary Integration Research on the
Historicity of Disability through Comparative Historical Observations of Japan”
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ABSTRACT

In comparison to Western countries, the study of disability history in Japan has not necessarily advanced as
much. However, disability is considered a significant issue in the field of historical studies. From this perspective,
the author has conducted collaborative research with the support of scientific research funding to advance the
study of disability history.

This brief paper aims to summarize the outcomes of that research and organize the key issues and
methodologies related to the study of disability history. Furthermore, it seeks to deepen the challenges posed by
a newly approved scientific research grant project.

Such efforts are not limited to this particular research project; they have broader implications and aim to
redefine the concept of disability in history. Specifically, this paper proposes understanding disability within the

context of multiple affiliations and the recognition of changing norms.
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