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Wu Z, Ni J, Liu Y, Teeling J, Takayama F, Collcutt
A, Paul I, Nakanishi H. (2017) : Cathepsin B
plays a critical role in inducing Alzheimer’s
disease-like phenotypes following chronic
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Liu Y, Wu Z, Nakanishi Y, Ni J, Hayashi Y,
Takayama F, Zhou Y, Kadawaki T, Nakanishi
H. (2017) : Infection of microglia with
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migration and an inflammatory response
through the gingipain-mediated activation
of protease-activated receptor-2 in mice. Sci
Rep. 2017; 7:11759.
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#1%9 % T & J [Life design report= A 7
THA Y LUR— T 220: 40-44
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R 19:35-60
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ZOMNCFHIT 20 &V S MEREN TV
%, FCTCRY B —tIvaT7 VT Lo
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I TEH] TEELLARV] LWLIiEmbAELT
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N% (Weeks 2007=2015: 214),
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HL.VaF+ZzBHTBANLATHS [VatI—]
DFED I LIz, Vatidarax—xy MR
WRICHKR T 23k THEH T eh b, UatrT—m
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Official Discourse on Fatherhood and
Family

— A Document Analysis of Women of
China Magazine 1978-1992 —

Tingting TAN

Faculty of Human-Environment Studies The 3™

Year of Ph.D Course, Kyushu University

1. Introduction

To explore gender reconstruction issue, father
as the traditional ‘head’ of the family, should
not be ignored as the main subject. However,
the previous research did not put fatherhood
questions at the central of exploring Chinese
Communist Party (CCP)’s discourse on gender
reconstruction. Namely. there is a gap in
research on topics related to official discourse on
fatherhood in CCP’s publications. This research
therefore aims to answer the following research
questions: a) What ‘the ideal father’ and ‘the
ideal family’ has the party-state sought to
promote from 1978 to 1992? b) How consistent
have official messages been? What have been
the key shifts in official discourse on family and
fatherhood during this period? ¢) Why have

these shifts occurred?
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2. Source and Methodology

This research uses the documental analysis
methodology and analyses all of the articles
published in Women of China magazines from
1978 to 1992 (total of 180 issues and 6135

articles).

3. Findings
(1) Frequent Changes in Parental Relationship
In the late 1970s and the early 1980s, “New
Modern Women” (xin nvxing) make voice of
‘Need Career, also Need Life’ and they also call
for ‘Good Husband and Kind Father’ (xianfu
liangfu) . Karl Marx’s close relationship with
his three daughters was highly praised as an
ideal Good Husband and Kind Father’ in context.
There is a significant increase of ‘Iron Women’
(nv giangren) in the mid-1980s. The calling
for ‘Super Good Wife and Kind Mother’ (chao
xianqi liangmu) was also significantly increase.
Madame Curie was hailed as a model for the way
in which she balanced her career with her role
as a wife. Meanwhile, it also made considerable
progress in the practice of ‘Good Husband
and Kind Father Plus the Enterprising Strong’
(xianfu liangfu jia shiye giangzhe). From the
late 1980s, the traditional division of labor “men
work outside while women work within the
house” is appearing again, and a new class - “the
family women’s class” (jiating funv jieceng) has
emerged. The ‘The Better Half” (xian neizhu) are
more preferred by both young men and women.

Furthermore, the practice of ‘Househusband’



was praised, just as the eye-catching article
“Househusband’ - the progress of men” shows.
In the early 1990s, the calling for both ‘Feminine’
(nvren wei) and ‘Manliness’ (nanzi han) was
more emphasized to resist racial change of losing

‘Manliness’.

(2) Smooth Changes in Father-Child
Relationship

From the late 1970s to the mid-1980s, father’s
main roles are as moral example and teachers.
The fathering expectation is to develop children’s
independent living ability and cultivate the
independent consciousness. In the late 1980s
and early 1990s, father’'s main roles are as
carer and friend. Fathering expectation is to
cultivate a happy child with critical thinking.
Modern Fathers take on more complex
responsibilities. During the period of 1978-
1992, the ideal husband and father was expected
to be less patriarchal in the new democratic
family. However, the egalitarian perception of
husbands has not significantly changed much.
The intentions of WoC are to achieve gender
equality and make men more inclined to involved
father, but it seems that they are at the same
time reinforce gender stereotype in a setting
marked by orthodox masculinity, in particular

the dichotomy of masculinity and femininity.
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