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The  Adjective Class in Irabu Ryukyuan

                   SHIMOJI Michinori

Reslaarch ]Flello"L  institute for Languages and  Ciittures ofAsia and  AfTrica,
              7bdyo Uhiversity oj']Fbreign Studies

Abstract: The  aim  of  this study  is to give the definition of  the word  class  adjec-

tive in Irabu Ryukyuan (henceforth Irabu), a north-west  variety  of  Miynko

Ryukyuan.  It is well  known  among  Ryukyuan  linguists that Miyako  Ryukyuan

has a  wide  range  of  word  fbrrns that encode  an  
`adjectival'

 meaning,  i.e. the

compound  form  with  the formal noun  munu,  the reduplicated  form, and  the

inflected form, all of  which  have been referred  to as  
`adjectives'

 based on  their

semantic  characteristics.  Based  on  both  language-internal criteria  (morphosyn-
tactic criteria) and  typologica) criteria  (functional criteria, i.e. cross-linguisti-

cally  recurrent  function of  adjective),  I will show  that the reduplicated  tbrm  is

the only  candidate  for the adjective  class  jn Irabu, contrary  to the traditional

view  on  
`adjectives'

 in the literature wheTe  the reduplicated  fbrm has always

been treated as  a  secondary  or  special  kind of  adjective.

Keywords: Irabu, Ryukyuan,  acljective, lingujstic typology

1.Introduction

It is well  known among  Ryukyuan  linguists that  there  are  a  wide  range  of  word

fbrmation processes involving a given property concept  stem  (PC stem)i  in Irabu
and  other  Miyako  Ryukyuan  varieties  (Motonaga 1978; Nakama  1992; Karimata

1992, 2002; Izuyama 2002; Shimoji 2006a, 2006b; Koloskova and  Ohori 2008). A
PC  stem  is a bound stem  that encodes  an  

`adjectival'

 meaning,  and  requires  a  fur-
ther  morphological  make-up  to function as  a  word.  Thus  as  shown  in the Irabu

example  (1) below) the PC  stem  taka-  
`high'

 can  serve  as  the  input of  five output

word  forms.2

(la)Compollndl (lb)Compound2 (lc)Redup]ication (ld)Inflection (le)Adverbial
   takaljama  taka+munu  takaa+taka  taka-kar-e taka:f}'

   
`highmountain'

 
`high'

 
`high'

 
`high'

 
`inahighstate'

Apart from  (1a) taka-tfama,  which  is a  compound  noun,  and  (1e) taka:fi', which  is

an  adyerb  (hencefbrth PC  adverb;  Shimoji 2008b), the English translations of  the

rest  of  the examples,  i.e, (lb-d), leave us  with  an  important question: should  all,

some,  one,  or  none  of  these  forms be treated  as  
`adjectives'

 in terms  of  word  class

assignment  (as opposed  to semantic  characterisation)?  My  conclusion  in this pa-
per is that the reduplicated  fbrm  (1c) is the only  candidate  for the adjective  class  in
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Irabu, if we  consider  both language-internal and  cross-linguistic  criteria. ,

   The  definition of  the  adjective  class  suggested  in this study  is much  more  re-

strictive  than  the  traditional definition in the literature, where  there has been the
tacit assumption  that if a  word  (or even  a  stem)  corresponds  to an  adjective  in

Japanese, then it is in some  way  an  adjective.  Thus, all previous works  on  Miyako

Ryukyuan  treat (lc) and  (ld) as  adjectives.  Motonaga  (1978) also  treats (lb) as  an

adjective. I myself  haye treated (lb) as an  adjective in a previous paper (Shimoji
2006). Howeveg  we  must  be cautious  ahout two  points here. First, in this tradi-

tional view  of  
`adjectives'

 it is unclear  how  the adjective  class is defined in terms

of  the spmchronic  system  of Miyake  Ib?uklvuran. Second, the setting  of  the word

class  adjective  in a  given language requires  a  cross-linguistic  justification, since  the

adjective  classes  in diverse languages show  certain  common  and  recurrent  syntac-

tic characteristics  (Dixon 1982, 2004; Schachter 1985; Croft 2002, 2003; Hengeveld
1992; St'assen 1997; Wetzer 1996; see  my  discussion below). In other  words,  it is

necessary  to reexamine  whether  the loosely defined `adjectives'

 (i.e. (lb), (lc), and

(1d)) qualify as  such  in a mpological and  cross-linguistic  perspeetive. By  paying at-

tention  to these  two  points that were  generally overlooked,  I will  show  that (lc) is
the  only  candidate  for the adjective  class  in Irabu.3

2. A  preliminary note  on  word  classes  in Irabu
Apart from adjectives,  there are  two  open  word  classes,  i.e. nouns  and  verbs,  and

fbur closed  word  classes,  i.e. adverbs  (e.g. icigu 
`always',

 ati 
`very',

 etc.), adnomi-

nals  (kanu 
`that',

 kunu `this',

 claizi-na 
`quite;

 very  much',  etc.), cobjunctions  (tty-aa
`then',

 assiba  
`so',

 etc.), and  inteejections (hira 
`heyJ,

 mnv'a  
`well',

 etc.), I note

nouns,  adnominals,  and  verbs  below, as  the subsequent  discussion presupposes an

understanding  of  these.

2.1 . The noun  and  the adnominal

A  neun  is defined as  a  word  that only  heads an  NE  and  an  NP  is independently
defined as  a  constituent  that functions as  an  argument  or  a  copula  complement

(Shimoji 2008b). In each  example  below (where an  NP  is underlined),  the  word

jorabi `child'

 heads an  NP  with  the respective  function. NP  structure  is scherna-
tised as  Qnodifier+) head +case,  where  case  is obligatory  per NP  unless  an  NP

functions as  a  plain (`be') copula  complement  (3). Case ellipsis  does occug  but is
much  less common  than case  ellipsis in Japanese colloquial  speech.

(2)

(3)

m p tab=du  lurav-tar
that.place=GEN  chi]d=Acc=Foc  call-psT
`(I)

 called  the child  there.' [NP as  direct object]  ･

.pmg!teEtu{  b'--du a-tan

mainland=GEN  child=Foc  cop-pST
C(He)wasp

mtldfr  1dJ  .'[NPasaplainCbe')copulacom-

plement]
An  important characteristic  of  NP  structure  is its recursiveness:  an  NP  may  func-
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tion as a modifier  of  a  larger NR  Thus  (2) uma  
`that

 place', for example,  is an  NP

(a 
`minimal'

 NP  consisting  of  a  head alone)  that functions as a modifier  of  the

underlined  NR  As  an  NR  uma  carries genitive case  here. See Shimoji (2008b) for a

fu11er account  of  the recursiveness  of  phrase structure,

   There is one  other  word  class  that  is defined in relation  to NP  structure.  That

is, the  adnominal  word  class,  which  is a  closed  set  of  words  that  serve  only  as  a

modifier  of  an  NR  Since an  adnominai  does not  head an  NR  it never  functions as

an  argument  or  a  copula  complement,  and  it is therefore distinguished from a

noun.  The difference between a  noinn  and  an  adnominal  is clearly  seen  in the NP

modifier  function as  well:  as  shown  in (4), the  adnominal  ddizi-na is different from

uma  jn (2), in that it does not  carry  case.  This is because an  adnominal  directly fi11s
the modifier  slot of  an  NP  whereas  a noun  does so  only  indirectly, by first heading

an  NP  which  in turn fi11s the modifier  slot  of  a  larger NR

(4) kari=a (laizl'na  J'arahi=du 1'ar-a

      3SG=Top quite child=FOC  cop-NpST

      
`He

 is quite a  kid.'

   An  adnominal  clause  is a  clause  that fiIIs the  modifier  slot  of  an  NP  like an

adnominal  word.  See (5) below  where asibii=bakaar  ur  is an  adnominal  clause

modifying  the head noun]'arabi.  
'

(5) asih-i-i=bakaar  ur-e  joiabi=n=du nar-tan

     play-THM-MED=only  pROG-NpST  child=DAT=FOC  B.cop-psT

      
`(He)

 became  g-ett!i!d:y!i!lg-is-alild h 1 l .' [NP asa`become'  copula

     (B.cop) complement]

The  verb  fbrrn of  an  adnorninal  clause  (such as  ur-e  above)  must  be a  finite un-

marked  form (or rentai  fbrm) as  opposed  to other  finite forms such  as  finite realis

form (as shown  in (6a-b) belowi or  shu-shi  fbrm). Verb inflection will  be taken  up  in

g3.2 below.･

2.2. The  verb

A  verb  is defined as  a  word  that inflects. A  verb  stem  idi- 
`exit',

 fbr example,  must

choose  either finite inflection (6a-b), which  marks  tense and  mood,  or non-finite

inflection (6c-d), which  marks  either  coordination  (medial verb)  or  subordination

(converb), to appear  as  a  word  (Shimoji 2008a).

(6) a. idi-tam b. idi-rm c. idi-i d. idi-tigaa

       exlt-PST.RLS  exlt-NPST.RLS  exlt-MED  exlt-CVBCND

       
`exited'

 
`exit'

 
Cexit,

 and'  
Cif

 exit'

   SyntacticallM a  verb  only  appears  in a Ve  which  is defined as a constituent

that serves  as a predicate head of  a  clause.  A  VP  consists  of  a  main  verb  +  an  op-

tional auxiliary  verb.

(7) ba=gzx 
.(fa=a

 tuz=zu=du  tumi-tg.n-

      lsG=GEN  child=Top  wife=ACc=Foc  search-psT

      
`My

 child  looked for a  wife.'  [a minimal  VP: a  single  main  verb]
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(8)

(9)

(10)

ba=ga ffa=a tuz=zu  tumi-i=du  u-tan

ISG=GEN  child=TOP  wife=ACC  search-MED=FOC  PROG-PST
`My

 child  m p/ k fo a  wife.'  [a complex  VP: main  verb  +progressive

auxiliary  utar]

ba=gti JCfa=a tuz=zu=baa  m pt i aan.

IsG=GEN  child=TOp  wife=ACC=TOP  search-DvlliD pRF-NpST
`My

 child hLgaE=gg!s t a wife.'  [a complex  VP: main  verb  +  perfect auxiliary

njaan]ba=gti
 0in=a tuz=zu  tumi-i=du  t-taK

lsG=GEN  child=TOP  wife=ACC search-MED=FOC  DIR-PST
`My

 child  !b2rpugnlo ht a  wife.'  [a complex  VP: main  verb  +  directional auxiliary

ttar 
`came'l

3. Non-adjective word  forms
It is possible for most  PC  stems  to serve  as the stem  of  each  of  the five word  forms

listed in (1).4 As mentioned  in gl, among  these various  word  forms I regard  the re-

duplicated form (lc) alone  as  an  adjective.  In this section  I will  show  that the  other

semantically  similar  forms, specifically  (lb) and  (ld), should  be treated as  a  sub-

class  of  nouns  and  verbs  respectively,  in the light of  the definitipn of  nouns  and

verbs  given in 92 above,  Then  I proceed  to discuss why  the reduplicated  form can
be regarded  as an  adjective  (in g4).

3.1 . Compound  form as  a noun

The fbrm labelled `Compound

 2' in (lb), where  a  PC  stem  and  munu  
`thing;

 per-
son'  are  compounded,  is a  noun,  in that it only  heads an  NR  functioning as  an  ar-

gument, a  copula  cornplement,  or  the modifier  of  a  larger NP  (see the examples
below). Thus  I call such  a  fbrm a PC  noun  hencefbrth. The  compound  head munu

is originally  a  lexical noun  designating `thing'

 or  
`person',

 but is often  much  less
substantive  when  used  in the compound  structure,  so  that it is often  unable  to be

translated as  
Ething'

 or  
`person'

 (and ･therefore often  cannot  be used  as  an  argu-

ment).  In (11) below) it is impossible to translate sabiciLmunu  as  
`lonely

 thing' or
`lonely

 person', but it is appropriate  to translate it simply  as  
`(I

 felt) lonely', where

munu  is semantically  not  substantive  (glossed /).

(11) ba=a sabici'+munu=du  a-tai:

      lsG=Top  Ionely+e=Foc  cop-psT

     
`Iwasl

 1'[not`Iwasalonelyperson']

One. piece of  evidence  that the semantic  content  of  munu  is not  substantive  in (11)
is that (11) cannot  be the appropriate  answer  of  a  question like (a) vva=a

nau=ti=nu.m.V.t-t=ga  atar?  
`lr.

 at  kind of.person  were  you?'. Ratheg (11) would  be

the appropriate  answer  of  (b) vva=a  nau=si=ga  atar,?  
`How

 i.e. in what  state  were

you?' On  the  other  hand, the following example,  where  munu  retains  its semantic

content  
`person'

 and  is compounded  with  the PC  stem  ay"aki 
`rich',

 can  be the

proper answer  to (a) above:
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ba=a1sG=TOP

`

ay'aki+munu=cin

rich+person=Foc

I was  a  rich  person.'
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a-tanCOP-PST

It is possible to find other  examples  where  munu  clearly  retains  its semantic  con-

tent, where the fu11 range  of  nominal  function is observed:

(13)

(14)

Suchnau=ti=numunu=u=gatur-kutu.?`tLbqt!.kpld.gC-!bi!
tkindofthi  shouldItalrc?'

   Thus, it is not  appropriate  to say  that the semantic  content  of  munu  is com-

pletely lost in all examples.  Ratheg we  are  looking at an  ongoing  grammaticalisa-
tion process whereby munu  is gradually undergoing  a semantic  loss (Lthing' >  e).
As  shown  in (15) below, there are  intermediate cases  where  it is diencult to judge
whether  munu  should  be either  substantively  or  non-substantively  translated:

imi+munu  ar-a-du,  uku+munu=u  tur-i-Z

small+thing  cOp-THM-NEG.MED  big+thing=ACC take-THM-NPST.IMP

 
`Don't

 take a  small  one;  take a  big one.'  [copula complement  and  direct ob-

ject argument]
buuciri+munu=nu uku+gui  il'a uturusiLka-n2.

mighty+man=GEN  big+voice=TOP fearfu1-VLz-NPST.RLS
`The

 big voice  of  a  mighty  person is fearfu1.' [NP modifier]
an  example  as  (13) will  be the appropriate  answer  of  a  question like

(15)kuma=a=i, kuma=nu  kazi=a duizl'na sihnsi-munu,

this.place=Top=eh  this.place=GEN  wind=Top  quite cool(+thing?)
`Here,

 you  know3 the  wind  (blowing) here is very  cool  (or a  very  cool  one).'

[copula complement]

   Even  though  a  PC  noun  only  heads an  NR  and  therefbre is a noun,  there is
one  important differenee between an  NP  headed by a PC  noun  and  an  NP  headed
by an  ordinary  noun,  which  distinguishes them  within  the same  word  class: a PC
noun  is able  to be modified  by an  adverb  (16a, b) or  an  adjunct  phrase  (16c), just
like a  verb  (17a, b, c), This is not  the case  in an  ordinary  noun.  As  a  noun,  a  PC

noun  may  also  be modified  by an  adnominal  (18a), just like ordjnary  nouns  (4).
Note  that, as  shown  in (18b), a  verb  cannot  be modified  by an  adnominal.

(16)

(17)

(18)

a, ati kuu+munu

  very  stressed+e

  
`feel

 very stressed'

a, ati patarcijILtan

  very work-psT

  
`workedmuch'

a. dtiizi"na

  very.much

  
`very

 stressed'

  b, maaclaa kuu+inumu ar-a-n

    not.very stressed+e

    
`not

 feel very stressed'

  b. maadoa  patarak-a-n. .

    not,very work-THM-NEG,NPST

    
`do

 llot wotk  much'

kuu+munu 'b.  doizl-na

stressed+/  very.muoh

COP-THM-NEG,NPST3SG=than

c, uillarruu kuu+munu

         stressed+O

  
`feel

 more  stressed than slhe;

c. uil'arruu pa,tart{fiLtar
  3sG=than wotk-psT

  
`worked

 more  than slhe did'

patarcofl:tan

work-psT

The adverbial  modification  is possible even  if the  semantic  content  of  munu  is
clearly  retained.  Thus  we  haye such  an  expression  as  nznzfahi  mcikasi-munu=u=

mai  asitzzir 
`(He)

 can  do a  more  tLittl!g!!!!-l!lingc  lt th '

 where  the underlined  PC  noun  js a
direct object  NP  that is modified  by the adverb  mnijahi  

`more'.
 In fact, the adver-
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bial modification  is possible even  in Compound  1 as  in (la), where the head is al-
ways  fu11y lexical. Thus  it is possible to get mnv'ahi  !te!tEgvgt!!gaka+  

'ama
 

`lt!Lghher

 mountain',

ati  !tglgq:tgaka+ Ii 
`very

 tall tree' (see also  Karimata 2002: 63), and  so  on.S

3.2. Inflected form as  a verb

An  inflected form (1d) consists  of  a verb  stem  derived from a  PC  stem  by the ver-

baliser suffix  -karr?  and  an  inflectional afllx identical to one  for an  ordinary  verb

(Shimoji 2008a). Thus  it is uncontroversial  to analyse  the  word  fbrm as  a  verb,  I

call  this word  fbrm  a  PC  yerb  henceforth. The  morphophonemic  pattern of  the

stem-final  (r) is identical to that for the state  verb  stem  aCr)-  
`be',

 since  the  ver-

baliser -korr?  was  bistorically composed  of  
*-ku

 and  
*ari

 (state verb)  (Nakama
1992). TABLE  1 below demonstrates the analysis  that a  PC  verb  is a verb,  with  the

same  inflectional morphology  as  ordinary  verbs.

TABLE  1. PC  veT`b  in terms of  inflection (Inflectional atfix  underlined)6

Stem form tur- 
`take'a(r?-

 
`be'taka-ka(rJ-

 
`be

 high'

Finite verb:  past realis

Finite verb:  past llnmarked

Finite yerb:  nonipast  realis

Finite yerb:  non-past  unmarked

Finite verb:  non-past  irrealis intentional

Finite yerb:  non-past  irrea]is optative

Finite yerb:  non-past  irrealis imperative

finite verb:  past realis negatiye

Finite yerb:  past unmarked  negatiye

Finite yerb:  non-past  unmariced  negatiye

tur-tamtuFtartur-Lltur-etur-a-di

tur-a-baa

tur-i-etuFa-ttam

tur-a-ttar

turLa-n

a-ttana-Utrarr?-mar-ear-a-di

ar-a-baa

ar-i-engaa-ttam

ayaa-ttar

ngaa-U

taka-ka-tam  
'

taka-ka-tar

tako-ka(r)-tz!

taka-kar-e

taka-kar-a-di

taka-kar-a-baa

taka-kar-i-e

taka-kar-a-ttam

taka-kar-a-ttar

taka-kar-a-n

Converb: causal  
`because'

Converb: conditional  
`ifiwhen'

Converb: negatiye  conditional

Conyerb: simu)taneous  
`while'

Conyerb: purposive 
`in

 order  to'

Conyerb: immediate anterior  
`as

 soon  as'

turr)-i-bL. a(r?-i-a.

tur-!tlgg!g a-!tLggg

tur-a-clakaa ar-a-dokaa

tur-!}gLqojki N/A

tur:gn N/A
tur-tuu N/A

tako-ka(r]-i-!L.

taka-ka-!tgguga

taka-kar-a-clakaa

N/AN/ANIA

Medial yerb:  coordination  
`and'

Medial verb:  negatiye  
`not

 doing'

tur-l-ltur-a-do ar-l-!ar-a-do taka-kar-i-i

taka-kar-a-cin

   In the table, I list two  underived  verb  stems,  i.e. the verb  stem  tur- 
`take'

 and

the state  verb  stem  arr?-  fbr comparison.  The  stem  tur- can  be taken to be a  typi-

cal  consonant-final  verb  stem,  with  no  peculiar inflectional pattern. 
`NZA7

 indi-
cates  that the inflection in question is semantically  impossible. Note  that there is a

single  set  of  inflectional affixes  that applies  to tur-, arr)-,  and  taka-karr)-, with

some  morphophonemic  adjustment  on  the part of  the stem  (which is identical in

a(rJ-  and  taka-ka(r)-).  Thus, unlike  Japanese, where  an  adjective  and  a verb  ha]ve

different sets of  inflectional adixes  (e.g. non-past  inflection -i  vs.  -rr?u;  Backhouse
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1984), there  is no  ground  on  which  to distinguish between a  verb  and  a  PC  verb  in

terms  of  inflectional morphology.  Even though  sorne  inflectional possibilities are

unavailable  for a  PC  verb  (e.g. simultaneous  converbal  inflection 
-cny'aaki

 
`while

-ing'), this is also  true fbr the state  verb  ar  and  other  stative  verbs  (e.g. ci'gttv 
`dig

fer'), thus such  a  gap is semantically  explained.

   SyntacticallM a PC  verb  only  appears  in a VP,  functioning exclusively  as  a

predicate head, exactly  like an  ordinary  yerb  (g2.2). Due  to this exclusively  pred-

icative function, a  PC  verb  cannot  directly modify  a  noun;  when  modifying  a

noun,  a  PC  verb  serves  as  a  predicate of  an  adneminal  clause,  then  the adnominal

clause serves  as  a modifier  of  a  noun,  just as  in the case  of  an  ordinary  verb  (cfi
g2.1, (5)). Thus when  appearing  in the modifier  slot of  an  NR  a  PC  verb  must  in-

flect for a  finite unmarked  fbrm, which  is ob]igatory  when  a  verb  serves  as the

predicate of  an  adnominal  clause  (e.g, taka-kar-e  pitu 
`a

 man  who  is tall', but
*taha-ka-m

 pitu, where  the  PC  verb  is a  finite realis  fbrm 
-m).

   Besides these  major  morphological  and  syntactic  commonalities,  there are  a

number  of  phenomena  in which  an  ordinary  verb  and  a PC  verb  behave in the

same  way,  all of  which can  be explained  by the fact that the verbaliser  
-ka(rP

 ety-

mologically  contains  the  state verb  ar.  One  such  phenomenon  is clitic attachment.

As  shown  in (19) and  (20) below, a  PC  verb  and  an  ordinary  verb  can  directly car-

ry  a  cobjunction  clitic such  as  
=suga

 (or =ruga)  
`but',

 On  the other  hand, as  shown

in (21), if a  coiijunction  clitic attaches  to a  predicate consisting  only  of  a  copula

complement  NR  a  copula  becomes necessary

(19)

ao)

(21)

   On  the other

verb  and  a  PC  verb,  wh

same  word  class: (a) negation  and  (b) verbal  focus, With  respect  to (a)
both morphologicai  and  syntactic  ways  to negate  a  PC  verb

verb  only  has the  former option,  Compare  the  two  rows  in (22) below:
(22)

kari--a g2culqgEkkgE:e=rtrga, lana-lpitu=dooi.

3sg=Top beautifu1-vLz-NpsT=but bad.hearted+man=EMp
[She

 is beautifu1, but (she) is evil-hearted.'  [PC verb]
uri=u=baa  ci'iLtar=ruga.  mnij'a,  bassi-i njaa-n.
3sG=ACC=TOp  hear-PST=but INTJ  forget-MED PRF-NPST
`(I)

 heard about  that, but, well,  (I) have forgot (that).' [ordinary verb]

a. kari=a midum.  b. kari=a midum  ig!:Le=rugu, taka+pitu=dboil

  3sG=TOp woman  3SG=TOp wornan  COp-NpST=but  high+man=EMp

  
`She

 is awoman'  
`She

 is a woman,  but (shej js a tall woman.;

         hand, there are  two  syntactic  differences between an  ordinary

              ich require  us  to distinguish between the two  within  the

                                                   .
 there are

                                          , whereas  an  ordinary

PC yerb and its negation

a, ssu-kar-l

  wilite-VLZ-NPST

  
`(That)

 is white,' [affirmative: stativej

b, ssu-kar-a-n.

  "ilite-VLZ-THM-NEG.NPST

  
`(That)

 does not beceme whitened', [negative: dynamic]

Ordinary verb and its negatien

a', par-e
  leave-NpsT

  
`(I)

 leEwe.' [aMrmative: dynamic]

b'.par-a-n.
  Ieaye-THM-NEG,NPST

  
`a)

 do not leaNe' [negative: dynamic]
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(23) Ordmary verb: light verb  construction

     c. ssu-"a  njaa-n. c', No syntacticnegation

       white-AVLZ=TOP  NEG-NPST

       
`(That)

 is not white, [negative: stative]

As is shown  in (22b) above,  when  a PC  verb  is morphologically  negated  (Vvith the

same  negative  affix  that is used  for an  ordinary  verb),  the  negative  form  designates

dynamic negation  rather  than stative negation.  If one  wants  to negative  the PC
verb  (22a) with  no  stative7to-dynamic  semantic  change,  the syntactic  expression

(22c) must  be used.  The syntactic  expression  (22c) consists  of  an  adverbialised  PC
stem,  i.e. a PC  adverb  (as in (1e)), and  the negative  form of  the state verb  ar.

   With respect  to verbal  fbcus, if an  ordinary  verb  is to be fbcused, then its stem

and  inflection are  separated,  and  the undocked  inflectional suflix attaches  to the

newly  introduced light verb  si- 
`do'

 (23). On  the other  hand, a  PC  verb  involves a

stative  verb  construction,  as  in (24), where  a  PC  stem  is adrerbialised  to become  a

complement  of  the  state  verb,  and  the undocked  inflectional suffix  is attached to

the state  verb.

 mii-tar  >

 look-psT
`looked'

mii=du  sj:tar

look=Foc do-psT
`did

 looking'

(24) PC  veth: stative  verb  construction

    taka-ka-tar >  taka:f}'=du

high-vLz-psT
`was

 high'

high-irvLz=Foc
`was

 in a high state

a-tarbe-psT'

3.3. Summary
A  PC  noun  is a  compound  noun.  It only  heads an  NR  satisfying  the definition of

the noun  in Irabu (fi2.1). However, its syntactic  function may  be restricted  if the

compound  head munu  is semantically  empty  (e). Thus as  summarised  in TABLE  2,

the syntactic  function of  an  NP  headed by a  PC  noun  is varied  (+ or  
-,

 collective-

ly shown  as  ±) depending on  the semantic  content  of  munu.  We  also  noted  that a

PC  noun  can  be modified  by an  adverb,  a  characteristic  that  is not  found in ordi-

nary  nouns.  Thus  a  PC  noun  is distinguished from an  ordinary  noun  within  the

same  word  class.

TABLE  2. The  functions of  an  NP  headed by an  ordinary  noun  or  by a  PC  noun

Head  of  an

NP

Argument Copula NPmodifier Modifiedby Modified

         complement  anadnominal  byanadverb

OrdinaTynoun +

PC  noun  ±

+

+

+

±

+

+ +

   A  PC  verb  is a  verb,  since  it inflects in the same  way  as  ordinary  verbs,  satisfy-

ing the definition of  the verb  in Irabu (fi2.2). Syntactically, a  PC  verb  and  an  ordi-

nary  verb  exclusively  appear  in a  VR  serving  as  a  predicate in a  clause.  Also they

share  a  number  of  characteristics  such  as  an  ability  to carry  a  coajunction  clitic.

On  the other  hand, a  PC  verb  does show  two  syntactic  differences that require  us

to distinguish between PC  verbs  and  ordinary  ve'rbs  within  the same  word  class:
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negation  and  verbal  focus.

TABLE  3.Morphosyntactic commonalities  an

PC  verbs

d differences betweenordinary  verbs  and

InflectionSyntactic

distributionClitic
 Negatien

attachment

Verbal focus

Ordinary verb

PC  verb

+

+

VP  only

VP only

direct

direct

suflix

suMx  or  ay'aan

light yerb  construction

state verb  construction

4. The  adjective  class  

'

Having excluded  PC  nouns  and  PC  verbs  from the candidate  list of  the adjective

class,  we  now  need  to verify  the claim  that the reduplicated  form  as  shown  in (lc)
should  be called  an  adjective.  This requires  two  independent arguments.  First, we

need  to provide language-internal (formal) criteria:  we  have to show  that what  we

want  to call an  adjective  is morphosyntactically  different both from nouns  and

from verbs,  Second, we  must  consider  cross-linguistic (functional) criteria,  paying

attention  to the typological findings regarding  what  function is likely to be, or

should  be, expected  in the adjective  class  in diverse languages.

4.1 . Language-internal eriteria
In this paper I define the adjective  word  class  as  an  open  class  of  words  created  by
the reduplication  of  a  PC  stem  where the final phoneme  of  the input stem  is

lengthened by one  mora,  as  shown  in (25a). In addition,  a few noun  stems  such  as

(25b) can  be input stems  (Motonaga 1978; Karimata 2002).7

(25)   Input stem

a. PC  stem

  taha-  
`high'

  kiban- 
`poor'

 ru'aa- 
Lfast'

b. Noun  stem

  avva  
`oil'

 jorabi 
`child'

>

>

The  morphological  definition here can  identify an  adjective

without  ambiguity.

   In terms  of  syntax,  the  adjective  class  does not  have its own  phrase  structure.

Ratheg as  shown  in TABLE  4, an  adjectiye  is `parasitic'

 on  NP  structure  and  on  VP

structure,  with  a  flexible ability  to appear  in either  structure.  As will  be shown  in

the sections  below3 when  appearing  in an  NR  an  adjective  only  heads it, just like a
noun;  when  appearing  in a VR  an  adjectire  only  fills the majn  verb  slot of  a com-

plex VP, and  never  fi11s the  auxiliary  slot  or  the  only  available  slot  of  a  minimal

VP  (i.e. a  single  main  verb).

Output word
Adjective

takaa+taka  
[high'

kibann+kthan Cpoor)

ru'aaa±pjaa 
Cfast'

Adjective
avvaa+avva  

`oily'

]'arabiitiarabi 
`childish'
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TABLE  4. Adjective in phrase structure

As head of  an  NP  (sorted by function)In  VP  structure (sorted by slot)

Argument Copula NP

        complement  modifier8

A  comp]ex  VP

main  verb  aux

A  minimal  VP
main  verb

Noun + + +

Adjecttve 
- + + +

Vetb + + +

It is clear  at this stage,  then, that in terms  of  syntax,  too,

adjective  as opposed  to a noun  or  a verb,  since  a noun

(g2.1), and  a verb  only  appears  in a VP  (g2.2).

it is easy  to identify an

only  appears  in an  NP

4.1 .1 . Adjective in NP  structure

An  adjective  may  head an  NR  functioning as  a copula  complement  or  a  modifier

of  a  larger NP  Since it heads an  NP, it carries  case  unless  in the plain (`be') copula

function. In the examples  beloNg the (a) exemplifies  an  adjective  as  the head of  an

NR  while the (b) exemplifies  a  noun  as the head of  an  NP  Note  the recursive  na-

ture of  NP  structure  (discussed in g2.1), whereby  the adjective  in (26a) and  the

noun  in (26b) head NPs, which then  serve  as  modifiers  of  larger NPs, carrying

genltlve case.

(26) a.

(27)

(28)

a.

a.

takaa+taka=nu  pitu

RED+high=GEN  man
`tall

 mani

takaa+tako=n=du nar-tax

RED+high=DAT=Foc  B.COP-PST
`(He)

 became tal],'

uri--a takaa+taka=du  a-tan

3SG=TOP RED+high=FOC  COP-PST
`He

 was  tall,'

   An  NP  hcaded by an  adjective  is nevertheless  different from an  NP  head

a  noun  in a  rrumber  of  respects.  There are  two  points that distinguish an  NP  head

ed  by an  adjective from an  NP  headed by an

seTve  as  an  argument  (TABLE4 above),  and  (B) the  biased preference fbr the  NP

modifier  function.

(A) Ihability to serve  as  an  argument:  An  NP  headed by an  adjective  cannot  func-

tion as  an  argument  (i.e. subject,  direct object,  indirect object  or  peripheral argu-

ments  such  as  locative, source,  and  so  on).

(B) Biased pTeference for the NP  modifier  function: An  NP  headed by an  adjective

in most  cases  functions as  a  modifier  of  a  larger NP  (in a  recursive  manner).

b. imsya=nu  ,fim

  fisherman=GEN boat

  
`a

 fisherman;s boat'

b. im41a=n=du nar-taii

  fisherman=DAT=FOC B.COP-PST

  
`CHe)

 became a fisherman.'

b. uri=a  imsy'a=cin a-tan

  3SG=Top fisherman=FOC cop-pST

  
`He

 was  a fisherman.'

                          ed  by

 ordinary  noun:  (A) the inability to
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    A  small fruit grows eh?'

nar-e=ri,

grow-NesT=eh
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   TABLE  5 below summarises  a  text-count in which  I collected  tokens

and  adjectives  from thirty two  text materials  (46,960 words)

aoeording  to their syntactic  functions.9

(30) nagna+naga=nu  bau=sii tur-e,

    RED+toig=GEN stick=INST take-NPST

    
`(I

 would) catch (guayas) by a long stick,7

                      of  nouns

             and  sorted  them  out

TABLE  5. Nouns  and  adjectives  in terms  of  syntactic  function

Argument Copula  NPmodifier  Others

         complement

Tbtal

Ordinarynoun 8206

             (73.8%)
  802(7.2%) 1049(9.4%) 1059(9.5%)     11116

(apprx.100%)

PC  noun     32

(15.7%)
   160

(78.4%)
   12(5.9%)  o(o%)   204(1OO%)

Adjective   o<o%)    l6(4,9ei6)   288

(87,8Yf6)
   24(7.3%)   328

(100%)

As  is clear  from  the figures in the table, the overwhelming  majority  of  adjectives

(87.89!6) function as  an  NP  modifier.  InterestinglM the overwhelming  rnajority  of

PC  nouns  function as  a  copula  complement  (78.49!6), and  the NP  modjfier  func-

tion is almost  absent.  That is, roughly  speaking,  there is a  complementary  distri-
bution between adjectives  and  PC  nouns.  This issue will be taken up  in g4.2.
   The  

`Others'
 category  of  adjectives  includes two  less common  functions of  ad-

jectives: the  main  verb  function within  a complex  VP  (N =  8) and  the  adverbial

function (N =  12). These are  noted  in the sections  belo"L AIso, in just fbur exam-
ples, an  adjective  was  used  as  the complement  of  the light verb  si' 

`do',

 as  shown  in

(31) below
(31) kanu midum=ma  kibann+kiban s-i-i=cdet u-tar=ca.

     that woman=TOp  RED+poor  do-THM-meD=FOC  PROG-PST=HS

      
[That

 woman  was  said to be poor.'

4.1 .2.  Adjective in VP  structure

An  adjectiye  may  appear  in a  VP, even  though  this is much  less common  than  the.

situation  in which  an  adjective  occurs  in NP  structure  as  discussed above.  More-

oveg  when  an  adjective  appears  in a  VR  there emerge  two  severe restrictions.  First,'
an  adjective  only  fi11s the main  verb  slot  of  a complex  VP. Second, the auxiliary

must  be the progressive auxiliary  (cfi (8)).
(32)

(33)

hira, kama=a  , imii+imi=du  ur-e=rt,

INTJ  that.place=TOP  RED+small=FOC  pROG-NpST=eh
`'Ybu

 see,  that place is small,  eh?'  [lit. yeu see, that place is small-ing.]

cl'nuu=y'a  ei'ci'=nu  akaa+czka=du  

'u-tar=iba,..

yesterday=TOP moon=NOM  RED+bright=FOC  PROG-pST=so
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`lbsterday,

 the moon  was  bright, so...' [lit. yesterdaM the moon  was  bright-

     ing, so...]

(M) kanij'a=a .iojptb!ijig!tc!oj+  b'=du ur-e=dora.

      3PL=TOP RED+child=FOC  PROG-NPST=EMP

      
`They

 are  childish,  you see.' [lit. they  are  childish-ing,  you see.]

Note that the verb  ur  (or utar)  after  the adjective  cannot  be regarded  as  the exis-

tential verb  ur  
`(animate

 subject)  exists': the existential  verb  ur  only  co-occurs  with

an  animate  subject  (e.g. 
,eilgt!!u=nu=du

 ur  
`there

 is a  man',  waa=nu=du  ur  
`there

 is a

plg', but 'pm=nu=du  ur  
`there

 is a mountain'),  whereas  the auxiliary  verb  ur  has

no  such  restriction  (Shimoji 2006: 91). Thus, we  can  find such  an  example  as

tidn=nu  tirii=du ur 
`the

 sun  is shiningJ  and  ami--nu.Lfii=du  ar. 
`rain

 is fa11ing'. Ex-

amples  (32) and  (33) then clearly  show  that  the ur  is an  auxiliarM  and  therefore we

can  say  that the  adjective  fi11s the  main  verb  slot  of  a  VRiO

4.1.3. Adverbial function
An  adjective  can  directly modify  a  verb  like an  adverb.  Thus  in each  of  the exam-

ples below, an  adjective  directly modifies  a  verb  without  carrying  case  or  any  othel

grammatical marking  on  it.

(35)

(36)

(37)･

n amasiT+n  cvnasi  nak-i-ba=du,  gui, tara=mai mn-ttam=mu=ti,

RED+noisy  cry-THM-CVB.CSL=FOC  INTJ who=even  take.care-NEG,PST,RLS=Q=QT
`Because

 (she) cried noisily, (I said) 
"No

 one  took care (of you)?",'
kuma=nu n2ci=kara  2riggQ±tek!G ngi-i, mnu'a,  naugara=ca.

this,place=GEN road=ABL  RED+fast=FOC  leave-MED INTJ whatever=HS
`(The

 evil spirit) left from this road  quickly, and  
,
 you know.'

naa=ga  .1'aa=mai surumiel"surumict' sauc-cas-i-i=du ur-e=pazil

REF=GEN  house=too RED+clean cleaning-VLZ-THM-MED=FOC  PROG-NPST=ma}Tbe
`(She)

 is cleaning  her house cleanly, perhaps,'

4.1.4. Summary
An  adjective  is a  word  form that is morphologically  distinct from a  noun  or  from

a  verb,  in that an  adjective  is a reduplicated  form of  a  PC  stem  (or a noun  stem  as

listed in (25b)), with  the  reduplicated  stem  being Iengthened. An  adjective  can  also

be syntactically  distinguished from a  noun  and  a  verb,  in that an  adjective  is para-
sitio on  both an  NP  and  a  VR  It was  also  noted  that adjectives  may  function ad-

verbiallM  and  in more  restricted  cases  as  a complement  of  the light verb.

TABLE  6. Nouns,  verbs  and  adjectives:  summary

Morphology Syntax

Noun Oncl. PC  noun)

Vbrb (incl. PC  yerli)

Adjective

N/A  Exclusively in an  NP

Inflection Exc]usivelyinaVP

Reduplication +lengthening  Either in an  NP  or  a  VP; adverbial;  IY  comp
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4.2. Cross-linguistic criteria

The  discussion above  revealed  that there is a third word  class  in Irabu, which  I de-

fined as adjective,  in addition  to noun  and  verb.  Now  our  questjon is this: is it
cross-linguistically  plausible to call  this third word  class  an  adjective?

   There is typological agreement  that fbr a  particular word  class  to be called  an
`adjective',

 the word  class  must  satisfy  either  or  both of  the fo11owing two  major

functions (Giv6n 1979; Dixon  1982, 2004; Schachter 1985s Thompson  1988;

Wetzer 1996): (a) attributive  modification  (i.e. an  ability  to modify  a  noun  in NP

structure)  and  (b) predicative modification  (i.e. an  ability  to serve  as  a  predicate to

modify  (descrjbe) a  subject  NP). In addition,  there may  be a  sub-function  (c) ad-
verbial  modMcation  (Dixon 2004: 11). In particulag it is very  often  claimed  that

the cross-linguistically  most  typical function of  the adjective  class  is (aj (Hengeveld
1992; Bhat 1994; Lichtenbetk  2005; Croft 2002; 2003). If we  claim  that  reduplicat-

ed  forms (lc) are  adjectives,  and  if such  a  claim  is to make  much  sense  in a  typo-

logical perspective, reduplicated  forms should  demonstrate (a) andlor  

'(b),
 and

possibly (c). Also, such  a claim  will be most  persuasive if reduplicated  forms dem-
onstrate  (al) as  a  typical function.

   Given these  typological  considerations,  reduplicated  forms are  actually  a per-
fect example  of  the adjective  class.  Note  that a  reduplicated  fbrm may  function ei-
ther  (a) attributively  as  an  NP  modifier  (26a, 29, 30, etc.) or  (b) predicatively as  a

coputa  complement  (27a, 28a, etc.)  or  as  a  component  of  a  main  verb  (32, 33, 34,
etc.), and  in addition  (c) it may  function adverbially  (35, 36, 37). Furthermore, the
examination  of  the actual  occurrences  of  reduplicated  forms in texts (TABLE 5) re-
vealed  that the most  typical  function ef  the  reduplicated  form is (a), as  an  NP

modifier.  This usage-based  fact did not  receive  much  attention  in the literature

(except for Motonaga  1978), which  obscured  the important fact that it is the  redu-

plicated form that demonstrates a  cross-linguistically  recurrent  function of  the ad-

jective class. Koloskova and  Ohori (2008), which  is an  important work  of  
`adjec-

tjves' in Miyako, mostly  focused on  the predicative function of  what  they  call

`adjectives'

 (lb, lc, and  ld). However, what  is no  less important in examining  the

adjective  class  in a  typological perspective is to pay attention  to the attributive

function.

   This finding is also  important in interpreting the ongoing  diachronic change  in

PC  nouris  as  noted  in g3.1, where  we  observed  that the head noun  munu  is under-

going a  semantic  change  (`thing' >  e). Ig as  the typological literature suggests,  (al
attributive modification  and  (b) predicative modification  are  two  basic functions

of  the adjective  class, then it turns out  that the synchronic  Irabu system  lacks an
adjective  form that regularly  takes over  the job of  (b), since  the existing  adjective

mostly  functions attributively  There are  three word  fbrms that  are  likely to fill this

functional gap in lrabu: PC  nouns,  PC  verbs,  and  PC  adverbs  that are  used  in

stative  verb  constructions  (24). In particulag it is interesting to note  that a  PC

noun  mostly  functions predicatively as a copula  complement  (TABLE 5). Now}  the

semantic  change of  munu  can  be seen  as  resulting  from diachronic pressure to cre-
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       ate  the adjective  specialised  for predicative modification,  which  will  emerge  when

       the semantic  content  of  munu  has completely  been lost and  munu  has been reanal-

       ysed as  an  
`adjectivalising

 suffix'  that derives a  predicative adjective.  A  PC  noun  is

       in the transitional stage, becoming less and  less 1ikely to serve  as an  argument  and

       more  and  more  likely to serve  as a  predicative modifier.

5. Conclusion

This study  has shown  that the adjective  class  in Irabu is the reduplicated  fbrm as

in (lc). In addition  to its morphological  peculiarity, an  adjective  is syntactically

distinct both from a noun  and  from a  verb,  with  its parasitic nature,  whereby  an

adjective  demonstrates a  wide  range  of  syntactic  functions (i.e. attributive,  pred-
icative, and  adverbial  modification).  Among  these, it turned out  that the attribu-

tive function is the most  pervasive, a  fact generally overlooked  in the literature.

Thus, the  adjective  class  in lrabu is a  cross-linguistically  standard  example,  con-

trary to the traditional view  on  
Cacljectives'

 in the literature where  the reduplicated

form  has always  been treated as  a  secondary  or  special  kind of  adjective.

Abhreyiations
ABLIACC:AVLZ:B.COPCND:COPICSLICVB:DATIDIM:DIR:ablativc

accusatrve

adverbializer

`become'
 copula

conditional

copulacausalconverb

dativedimimitive

directional verb

EMP:FOC:GEN1HS:IMP:INST:INTIINTJ:MED:NEG:NLZIemphatic

focusgemtlve

heaTsay

lmperatlve

instrumental
intentional

lntengectlon

medial  verb

negatrve

nominalizer

NOM:(N)PST:

PROG:PRF:RED:Q:QT:RLS:SGITHM:TOPIVLZI

nomlnatlve

(non-)past
progresslve

perfect
reduplication

questlon

quotative
realis ･singular

thematic vowel

topicverbalizer

NotesiI
 use  the  term  

`property
 concept  stem'  (PC stem)  rather  than `adjeetive

 stem',  to avoid

terminological confusion:  we  will discuss in this paper whether  a  given form containing  a

PC  stem  is regarded  as  an  adjective  or  not.  Thus, it is wise  to distinguish between a label
for a stem  and  a ]al)el for a word  fbrm. Property concept  (Thompson 1988) is a  semantic

concept  that expresses  such  semalltic  types as  dimension (e,g. highl, age  (e.g, oldi, value

(e.g, goodi, colour  (e.g. redi,  physical property (e.g. strong),  human  propensity (e.g. hap-

m7), and  speed  (e.g. .fast), defined by Dixon  (1982, 2004).
2
 This study  does not  address  how  these fbrms differ in semantic-pragmatic  terms, simply

because of  the limited length of  the paper. This is in fact one  important research  topic. It

suffices  in this study  to note  the follewing discourse-pragmatic characteristics  of  (la) to

(ld). (lb) is mostly  used  as  a  predicate in an  unmarked  topic-comment  structure  (i.e. the

predicate (lb) is asserted  and  focused, as  in `that

 mountain  is !t!!gbh'). Conversely, (ld) is
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mostly  used  as  a predicate in that pragmatic structure  in which  the  predicate is presup-
posed (either because the predicate is in a  subordinate  clause  or  because the argumellt  is

in focus, as  in `(it

 is) that mountain  (which) is tLlgttL(er).'). See Koloskova  and  Ohori (2008)
for these accounts,  Finally, (lc) is mostly  used  as  an  attributive  modifier  of  a  noun  which

is newly  introduced into discourse, as  in `there
 is a  tLlgttL mountain  there'; in (1a) the PC

stem  is also  an  attributive  medifier  of  the head noun  of  a  compound,  but the difTerence
between (Ja) and  (1c) is that in the former the head  noun  is typically non-referential  and

the compound  noun  is typically used  as  a  copula  complement  of  proper incfusien (as in
uri=a  !tgpa±iigz!gk  +  

`this

 isalt!igiupg!uh t .'), and  in thelatter the head neun  is typically
referential  (see the above  example).  See Shimoji (2006b) for a  fu11er account  of  the dis-

course  functions of  (1a) and  (lc).
3
 The  present study  is based on  three spells of  fieldwork (2005, 2006, and  2007) conduct-

ed  by the present author.  Ilor the present study  I used  both free text data and  elicitation

data, taken  from eight  consultants  (S(peakeTs) 1 to 8 henceforth) all of  whom  were  born
and  raised  on  Irabu Island (five females and  three males).  All were  over  sixty five years
old  (Sl: 76, S2: 78, S3: 84, S4: 67, S5: 77, S6: 102, S7: 92, S8: 94). The  texts consist  of

twenty four naTratives  (eight personal histories, fburteen folktales, two  procedural texts)

and  eight  dialogues (all spontaneous  conversations),  and  were  recorded  and  transcribed

by the present author  with  the help of  four consultants  (S1 to S4, mostly  S4).
4
 Some  PC  stems  are  unable  to  form one  or  more  of  (1c), (ld), and  (le) (e.g, tuu- 

`distant'

>  
*tuuu+tuu).

 Conversely, some  noun  stems  are  able  to form one  or  more  of  (lc), (ld),
and  (le). In this point, Motonaga  (l978: 352-354) provides us  with  a  careful  and  insight-

fu1 discussion, He  notes  that such  nouns  as  jarabi 
`child',

 juvva `wild
 person', maij}gn

`wise
 person', etc., show  both nominal  and  PC-stem-like features: fbr exarnple,  jorabi can

form (lc) and  (ld), even  though  it can  also  function as  a noun  (see g2.1). Thus in a striot

sense,  there seems  to be a  continuum  between a  typical PC  stem  and  a  typical noun  stern,

between which  some  overlap  cases  exist,  as  Motonaga  rightly  pointed out.
5
 Adverbial modification  of  PC  noun  and  Compound  1 is noteworthy  since  it is a  com-

pound  noun  rather  than  a  two-word  phrase. Let us  take Japanese takai#ki  
`tall

 tree'

<tall#tree, where  #  is a  word  boundary) fbr comparison,  This Japanese example  is a  two-

word  NP  consisting  of  the modifier  fi11ed by an  adjective  and  the head fi11ed by a noun,

both of  which  are  free fbrms. The  modifieT  takoi  can  be further modified  by an  adverb

like totemo  
`very',

 with  the structure  [[[totemo] takaq  k4  
`very

 tall tree'. Note  here that the

adverb  does not  modify  the head ki, but only  the modifier  takai, By contrast, in Irabu
such  an  example  as  taha+gii  

`tall

 tree' is a  single  compound  word  where  both stems  are

bound, and  it is still al)le to  be modiified  by an  adverb  like ati 
`very'.

 That  is, the head of

an  NP  (i.e. the compound  noun)  is modified  by an  adverb,  a situation  substantially  dif
ferent from  that in Japanese. With  this modificational  characteristic,  a number  of  studies

(e.g. Motonaga  1978, Karimata  1992, 2002) seem  to be reluctant  to regard  PC  nouns  and

Compound  1 as  compounds.  Howeyeg  there are  at  least two  reasons  for which  they  can-

not  be regarded  as  phrases, even  if these show  a  rather  
`phrasal'

 character  in terms  of

their ability to be modified  by an  adverb.  First, a compound  like (la) may  undergo  se-

quential voicing  (e.g. taka+gii  
`tall+tree',

 where  the head noun  stem  is underlyingly  kii
`tree'),

 which  is one  strong  indication for compound  strttcture  in Irabu and  is never  found
in phrases. Second, if a  constituent  A+B  is an  Ne  it is possible for an  adnominal  word  to

be inserted between A  and  B, as in niwaa=nu  kii (a tree in the garden) >  niwaa=nu  unu  kii

(that tree in the garden); if A+B  constitu,tes  a  single  compound  word,  then  the insertion
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is disallowed, as  in taka+gii  >  
*taka-

 unu  -gii, or  taka+munu  >  
*taka-

 unu  -munu.  Here, if
the PC  stem  is turned  into a  separate  word,  the  insertion becomes possible:
takaa+taka=nu  unu  kii.
6
 The state verb  has suppletive  negation  (i.e. its stem  alternates  between a(r)-  and  njaa-),
but the inflectional atfrixes are  identical with  those fbr tur- and  taka-ka(r)-, This tal)le ex-

cludes  the adverbial  form such  as  (la) taka:fi' `in
 a  high state', since  this table lists verb

inflection. The adverbial  form is an  adverb  derived from a PC  stem  (Shimoji 2008b).
7
 Reijirou Shibasaki (p.c.) pointed out  that the fact that certain  nominal  stems  can  serve

as  an  input stem  of an  adjective  should  not  be aocidental, For example,  
`child'

 is actually

a property concept,  in the sense  that it can  be rnetonymically  construed  as  a physical
propeTty in terms  of  Dixon's semantic  typology  of  property concept  (see Note  1).
8
 A  verb  that directly precedes a  noun  (e.g. .Zeel!!tnj: hon `the

 book (I) read'), thus ostensi-
bly fi11ing the modifler  slot  of  an  NR  is not  actually  fiIling the modifier  slot  of  an  NP:

the verb  is the predicate of  an  adnominal  clause,  and  it is this adnominal  clause  that fi11s

the modifier  slot  of  an  NP  The  only  function of  the verb  is, then, to serve  as  predicate

(i,e. head  of  a  VP)  of  a  clause,  whether  it is an  adnominal  clause  or  other  kind of  clause.
9
 See Note  3 fbr the detail of  the text data. The  per  cent  was  rounded  to one  decimal

place. The 
`argument

 function' includes both core  (S, A, O) and  peripheral (locative, in-
strument,  etc.) argument  functions. Most of  the tokens of  ordinary  nouns  in `Others'

 in-
volved  (a) direct quotation, (b) topicalisation, as  in bancikira, ui=gu=du  1'uu atar=clara
`Guava.s.,

 there were  a plenty of  them.', (c) vocative,  and  (d) restatement.
iO

 This main  verb  function of  adjectives  is also  reported  in Motonaga  (1978), Izuyama

(2002), and  Karimata  (2002).
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【要　旨】

南琉球宮古伊良部島方言 の 形容詞

下 　地 　理 　則

キ ーワ ー ド ： 伊良部 島方言 ，琉球語 ，形容 詞 ，言語 類型 論

　本 稿の 目的 は， 南琉球宮古伊 良部 島方言 似 下伊 良部島方言）の 形 容 詞 を定義す る こ

とで あ る 。 こ れ まで ，伊良部島方言 を含め た宮古方言全体 の 研究史に お い て ，形容詞 と

い う用 語 は複 数の 形 式 （munu 「もの」 を主要 部 と した複合，畳語，活用 な ど） に対 して 広

く用 い られ， 当該方言の 共時的な品詞体系 を重 視 して 形容詞 を定義 した論考は ほ と ん ど

存在 しな い 。 さ ら に ，ある形式 を 「形容詞 」 と呼ぶ こ とが 一 般言語 学的に見て 適切か ど

うか と い う通言 語的 ・類型論 的 な視 点 か らの 考察が なか っ た 。 したが っ て本 稿 で は ，共

時体系 に お け る他晶詞 （名詞 と動詞 ） との 張 り合い の 中で 形 容詞 を定義 し， さ ら に通言

語 的 な観点か ら，形容詞 と呼ぶ にふ さわ しい 形式を考察する 。 そ の 結呆，形容詞 と して

はむ しろ二 次 的 に考え られ て きた畳語形式の み が 形容詞 と呼ぶ に ふ さ わ し く，複合 形式

と活用形式は 名詞 と動 詞 の 下 位 ク ラス と して 考 えられ る こ と を示 す 。
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