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Research trends and issues on urban planning and architectural styles under the
Soviet regime in the Third Five-Year Plan in Almaty, Kazakhstan
(General Architectural History of Soviet Kazakhstan Part 2)

MhEH B
Shin Shokita

In 1937, the All-Union of Soviet Architects criticized constructivist architecture and promoted "socialist

realism"according to Leninism. Kazakh architect T. K. Basenov condemned constructivism in Alma-ata and

advocated using traditional ornamentation. In urbandesign of Alma-ata, socialist realism expressions were

emphasized, center of the city becoming huge and monumental. Though administrative buildings adopted

Russian classical styles, elements of constructivism persisted in plan of the building. By the late 1930s, new

buildings, especially houses incorporated elements of Renaissance style. The ballet and opera theater in

Alma-Ata, initially designed in constructivist style, was later built in a blend of Russian classical and Kazakh

ornamentation, reflecting a Lenin’s "two cultures" in architecture in Alma-ata.
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