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THE CHANGES IN ORGANIZATION OF THE WORK SITE
AT THE NOTRE-DAME CATHEDRAL OF LAON

The importance and the possibilities of studying the triforium

g gy AL
Aya SHIMAZAKI

The interior of the triforium is rarely studied despite rich information it contains. This paper takes the case of Laon
Cathedral to show how the study of the triforium can be fruitful. Though the elevation may not change through its
construction, technical details of the triforium may reveal the changes in organization of the work site. In Laon Cathedral,

the masonry techniques, the masons' marks and the putlog holes (¢rou de boulin) suggest that it have changed twice.

Keywords : Gothic architecture, Laon Cathedral, Triforium, Work site
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1. [FC®IC UREE (Fig.1) ZI0 B, MU 74U 7 A~ONLAFHHENED
FY 74U oA (triforium) 1, 23y 7 BEEONERNLH O ] KO BFI 72l 4R I L D 20 & BR L, ZNEEL TR 74

IZAriES 5, BEORELZOFOMEDZ LT, HEO/NT —4-— RIiC U ATHEDOER L FHENZ R T I EHZBRL TS, HEDRSE

Lo TEBIZBAVTND, BEFRYRENDZTONEIZANRLHAD Z AR TR THUGHMO A EZFI LT 5] itk EEbhk

L olziziginotz L B s, ERUBE LMK ~DNLH A & WA, MRIEOHEA L. AR TRRT2MAILZOEMIZET b0

£ BN FHRFEIZIZLEALITORTIF, boldBEDHO WIRE L, EOMOBIEIC SN TIXGZ LD TEHE L,

FPA NSV ER R BELERENTEZ, LL MY 74

U o AIIEENEE S VO B E A LD M L2 TH D Z > (Laon) (3/%V @1%% 120 1 A— fb, =—ZJITRVO

ZEnD, BRI BRDLY 2T 2T 4 T — VDR, WY Uy OB T D, IEWTEO B S5k
BN 2D TR0 BEON DA ReEnH 5, FRICERIZEET WHTHY, /— M=F ARBESELO BEBRELEZ 1L TD
B TZ LDWAFIREOTIRIZB N T, R 7Y LS OB B E IR SN TV D,

U LADRHBIIEBERELRKEEZ O OT I ENMFHIND, AEIET KBEO M) 74 )0 MIEHRBOZHT — 47— R THY | BifF

NOIKE” DAME DELAON s COUPE LONGITVDINALE  ummy

Phased )

Fig.1 Laon Cathedral, interior view Fig.2 Plan (Boux]n/author) Fig.3 Longitudinal section (MAP cote 0082/002/1016, no. 004008)
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THILy VREICBITORIMAO N 7+ VA0V EDE LT
EEThHDH, T REBEIT AL E REEEIRIC TN, dg
EBELHMICAED DN TVAA, ) 74U 7 AOFEMZ AL
FETOR TR, T U REEO FEE X 12 AR IEN S 13
AL AIEE FE T, AL, EORER 2 A0 TR S iy, NERSL A
IEEAEENT D L %Lz (Figd), LinL7Aans L
NHHRE-BLEEFHIOL LED N0, HHVIEENREN
FeAT9 D THIO ST Z k& Lo B 2L L T o 72052
ONTHEHRFENT I Aemolz, BRICE LM NL L GRFT
TERCHANEL LI EEPATHLIN, T0XA I 71EHL
T EN TN, RIFFRIZ Y 74 U U ACBEIN D ERTFIE
DI S, BUGHEE S VOB L2 RET A2 b0 Th 5, %
THCEEICY o T2 NITZN TN G D2 REMA OB FEEH
LTWEETTHY, N 7+ U 0 ARNEIZENEZMDFRD0 RN
B &I TV AR 8 % ™7,

FOLEDICETEBBEAZEEL 2%F), N 74U 7 LAHNEHIC
RN MRS EEIET S5 (3-4%8), T LT, B
KRESEMLTEZA I ZIZEALT, AT 5,

RE. T UREEEE 19 AN I S 20 LTI TR A
EE ST, RIS - HIEOBW L7267 7 — Ni3ET
FICIEE, MR THEM Tbhiz, 77 %— FICBHET D HE DA
2~41F bV 74V U LAEEOIREREICHEINZD, TS
DRAFHBEO—HOT 1y 7 #FIBROF LOEM TEEIRZ D
LORBEIZE EE-THEY, FEICFICEET RV, B FZS
niz7 vy 7132 0BEH LWEAanLRESICHAATRETH 5,

2. IHOUNBE—5 v REZOREBE

ARETIE, BT EZR LSO, N 74V U ANOAFEAD
I ECHBEEAZ FRN0 3252 8T, #RBEEL 4 >0 LTH
LTI S (Fig.2,3). 728, ABEIIHEZRREDO L ODOHE
EHMELTWDOTERLS, NI 7+ Vv L0HELZELETEN
W B ENZ 52 L &> TS,

I 1 (1150 L~ 1164 FEH)

BAED T o REBEOHYIT, 1112 F£0KEORITEE Sz 9 it
RO EF LR TETIH T, 110 FEEE T LR bND, LHFIEIN
biids kOB OB b bt (THI 1 &+5) 5, FY 7%
VU LOEHORBEIZBWT, X4 N15- N16 & S15 - S16 o v
T OE%IC, ARERAEROUNERH S (Figd, 5),

FARHEN D, BN 3 A DEMRANA T IFELE D 720

Fig.4 bay N15/N16 Fig.5 bay S15/S16
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JEABERDONTEHIE T 7 ANERE LTz b D Th o722 LAV L
TWBH0 KUY T3 U T ADRA 15+ 16 (A FE1T Fig.15 2H)
BOET OEETIL, T/37 A0 bikd 5510 BIARLREH LT
WBE E il U ET ORI E O LA B3RS B Sy
T BET 2/ DT NI AR N 74 VD AD EFEED T —
S ADEEZH LORRIDICEE TV 0BRIND, ZhbD
JEBNE, BT T AOEH ARG & 9 &2 OfEARICERY #
SN EERLTND,

YT U T LAOHEE D L NEOSA 13~ 16+ S17 & Al
FRREITIE, 77 U m—3 g T8 ot M 7 SRR ORI O
HBMEEN TS, METHO MY Ea— i b RO A A
Roivsd, HERECTET Y (griffe) DHDLDOHLEETHD (Z DO
LS DIFE & A& OREREIZITTAR Y 23720)  (Fig.8), XA N16 -
S16 - S17 13 #% DOILE THFETHIT R SNIZEHMITB T H8, <A1 13
~ 15 [ARE D BEHEZREER S IE S LTV D, ZAUTEY E iz 12 i
ROEMET S ZAOEMBEFIAESh TS0 eELbN ST
O WNHEOIEE THITEIC Y =L I VORI oM & VTN D
MNE BB SN EET S AOAHM b S BRM AN XD
7o ZELRM) 74V U ANORETHAHIA TS HDIE b
DA DMSIAEDOHTH Y | ETIHHET 2/ HEOREA L 13 it
FOET L—KDT vy 7 TREEN TV, HHHEMCIER
W (A 16 OGO /NI FEIZIEIRRE B B BRI o T2 T2 12
O EETHD), HELFAASATHS EEbi, Wbt
Jffi 0 OB HHEEHT 5,

M EogEs» s, TH 1 IxwE R (NE1~ 3, SE1~3) LW
A 18~ 15 L EDHHIND,

L2 (1164 fEEH~ 1185 4FLH)

{broken lines by author)

fot N TREALHIER D AR B RoMET O TEHI, B O RS S 7o,
Z D B THIUER DA DL RLMNES D EE DR 72 &, B /R4S
EMfTohltrbind, 77— X7k, 1185 FtEE
TICHIEE A TERR U, IO By Y o — B 5 <1 F
THEAT, = TR 74V U LRET 4 A FTT—HIHEAPE
Lzt Bbnd™ 0, bnsob, MU 7 ) 7 AEROBEOYINE
1ZA N7 OHM (Fig.6) I[ZH DM BT, ST OE A XM N7 12
AT THD & OO, ARHOE S DERRD b (Fig.7),

WER PR & RO XA 8 ~ 11 O AT, BEOREKNE L <
W T 7 n v e GEORIBOMNE > T2557) WIS HMTH D,
BB T ANy 2D HE GREEMOE) 13510 B2 ST T —
FOEE & F—Fi il H D,

Fig.7 bay S7

Fig.8ACapitaI sculptures



Fig.9

Choir, S19 % N side of
(by author) ﬂ the nave
(by author)

L3 (1185 4FtE~ 1200 4EHE)

FEWTHEOPEMI KO 7 7 — R &R Sh, EHaiix
1200 EEE TIC BV R LI & A BB ™Y,

R 5~T (2~ 41319 HALDOFHEDIZDEE L722\V) OFEHHH
ZNE, T 2 IS A_EOREB L VSRNT, Zav b L
H7EHRRRD HND, T/NZ AOFmIERILY FHTH D,

TH 2 & 3 DORFNIPLRARIABTH L3, AMAOUNERH Y |
PN L EERRO LN 2 Enh, MM LT ESZS 2 6N
Do
T4 (1205 4EEE~)

NI OIRRIT 18 AR T b7z, 1205 451 Thegk S T
WEY =L I POREVIBOEER, EROARE LY, TSR
L RREAS IR B, 8 DDEMAA NV EHM 3 <A (T
Pefe Sije, @M b VWA —HED 32 L CE THRR L2 B
L LTIE, YO T U REEIE Y KEROZNE LR HS
Eﬁkb\iﬁtot&wﬁﬁ#éHEMTwém%

PRI &7z T 1 OREELIAM T, mﬁﬁﬁifﬁ%m&%@%
AR, 7adoiFTdRn, 77 2 ZFEEICHE 0 B i
ShTnd

ML®40®I@%FT BEE, PIFEL, AR O KISy S sERk L.

FU 7V 0 NEEDORENRTER LTz, £ D% bR E THITRE
DR, VDR & R WA EENR TR, MY 74
Uo7 A ETBRHEN -0 Z 2 TR LRV,

3. BT O ST

MET42OTHE N 740 7 ARNOUNE DI S720
T, AR TS TN 2 Bffifrs & 584 5,
3-1. BIEH DS

FURBEBEO N 7+ U ATEAICLD T —F, R, KA
LD BAM 2RI, AHAIZRR GIElica—=2& LTENLDIIK
AIERNY 7V D LAEROBEETERELTE LT, ADRWEY
TSNS RADRZD) DD, ORI AT %
CTIREE L2, Loy LNIREDEM O —REES, 7 —F 0
BADEIZBNTIH I L DERPBD LD,

<“N15
Phase1

<“N9
Phase2

<“N19
Phase4

<“N6
Phase3

Fig.11 Number of voussoirs

WE Y 74V U AO/NIFEORTA, fEY, IR c 0T ey
7 THRIE &, M TSR A Z 08, A0 KIS 2 AV TS
INDHR, —HOBGETIFENLE 1HOT Yy s TEBTLHZ &
Bdholz, ZVRBEIIBNTSH, HEHEETN ko7 oy /T
MRS TWA/MIERRH SN (ZEZLT7 "7 23007y
b e5) W NRERERICE N TEO L 5 B FD 5 EIA
FATHITRRY, UTOX ) ICERIND,
> THI 1 MY 74U 7 AO/NHEOREEE S ITRTHM LT
WaeDTry 7 TOLBITND, XA IERO/NIFEORH LT v -
FUDE)YVATHY, BETIETOMBEIIMLLTWD, =
FUREE LI 7T oMEE —kTh s (Fig.9),
> T 2w EQ Tl L& 2 2IC O E D OEIG T, MHBHE Y
DH—D7 1y 71T TOHNTND, HEONA 11 TIEKF
. XA 8~ 10 TIHEAETO/MIHEIZH W T, HEEEFESIT KT
Hb, SHIT, HEOSAGEICR VLTI, A, B8, kB X

LR AN TN DA ETO—HETHLR, DD T r Yy
7 ToL bhTws (Fig.10),
> TH 32 TONHECIBWTHIHE SR —KTH 5,
> Tl 4B X% 20%~ 25%DEEG THIE LS IZ—EKTH D,
NAGGEHONIEORE X, HOBET T LM LT v .

FTVDOE )V ATHBEIN TN D,

bEoXsic, TH2 L 3 TIIHHEHEEG R -KTHLEEGNE
W, FRIZH THIOEBE TH B A 7 & 8 D TEERALNRNT
Einh . TH 2 ORI —FREENHY T b L, fi< TH 3 TiX
BRI —(FHEETHEF INTZOTIEHRNWEAS ), —FHT, 2L 3
OMICITAEAOUNER DY, BADKE I bRBR-TND, Bl
BN R E S ERLEDE I D E N OBEN L OHHET 5
ZEFEE L, THI3 T 2 TEDbNZH AT AT ILE
DED LN W) AL EB 2 b D,

Fie, NI TV ULDOT—r—ROT7T —FIFEADR 6~ 10
BREOBEANLRZDND, ZOBIIZ T L > TETOE(D D
5, THI1 & 2 DES Tk 8~ 10 fHO A/ NS WA R L < A
LNBDOICK L, TH 3,4 Tix 6~ 8D NEN-7- (Fig.11),
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Fig.12 Masons’ marks

b HAABADEIIRAMEL LT —F ORI CEM/REH) 12X -
THLEEBIND, Yr— LV 22507 hORBTH2~4T
FRRA WL TIRBEIATVWLEDT, AIF (E7HONE) 131
1 OSAIRITHA 4~ 5%BD LTWA Y, E-TH2~4 T
T—FBNREETH D, LiTni, THI2 & 3 TIESAIEMEIER
CTCWINHREET —F 06251200 0b b7, HAD0HITR
2%, MAT, —2OBEADOKESHLH3-4DFNRLTH 121
HRTREVERAPRDOND, ZNHOZ &b, HADKIZIX
THOEWRKIN TND ERRTIENTES,

7B, 12 MAROEIET T AONBTIE, RN 74V T LADT —
= FOBAFENLTWEF 20T, THl4 cogfHiksh
TeinoloE Bbind,

3-2. BADY A

WEED A 13 ~ 15 B L OHIERHRM, 372 b TH 1ICHY T 5
BB T, P 74U U LAEROEEICHAOY A VRS
72 (Fig.12), Bk A D1 » (mason’s marks  signes lapidaires({4))
LiE, EHMINTRCAM O T vy 7 NI EDTEORIED =
ETHHM, ZOREIZHRTH LD, —RITITRHO IO R
BLTHIDICHEMABE S OEFOHNE LTINS O L fER
T& D, MMOFEIIEDOENRLIUSOMBOLSITL > TE, =
DEI YA v RE ST LN RWEE b H D,

HEOIE S 2bH_A N8~ NILIZbW < 2nFh b6 LE LD
BRZF NN, REBETH o7, HEEMN, 3 L01 7LH
TV A ATRE TSR0,

BIRRICHERR ST A U id, RAICHDELS THL 4 OREThH -
oo ZLOABBEETWMOFELZLNTLES TSI LB ARID
—HTHA S, BIKITHEMT, BAFERE HROREPR, AR
SR EDTFENRRY:TH o7z, WAL LTOEEE < F 2, <IiF
H DTS E DTAIRIERR D LR,

3-3. EMADINR

HEEORA 5~ 11 BIOHIEEOEAIZBNT, Y 74U 74
DOEHOBEA T A — MG OMNA NI (Fig.13) 23R
END, ZHEMM AT (trou de boulin (fA)) A BND, B
M ORE L, BRI RGO O ARKL A & BEIZ[E T 5 7291
bbb, Bk &% LA ORTHE T,

FTUINRA D& 20, HHROBEDOKR FHICHT TRy, Bl
LTV, ROBIRIFESTZIEHFBITELS . BEREZICRT o
Lixpnien, T2 & 3 DEMICOBEMHORBH D LD
ZEiF, THILE 200, BEU3 & 4 OMTHEDN D HEIFSZEL
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Fig.13 Trou de boulin {putlog hole)

Licewnwd Z L2 @Wwd 2,

4. NAHOEE EHEOT S ORANME - FRAE

ETO/NIEORS &R0 & S 2 WE L, 2 OB ASHERM,
THIR ONEDOZERE ST 5, 1 FELTONOEOHE OF 1
84 ~ 89cm TdH 5 (Fig.14), PN & HlER BN o> I E B 2 24 95 & |
86.4cm (k). 85.9cm (i) Th D, LHI 1 & TH 4 DHEHDMIC
KRERIBIRZT baho7517,

B & R PE R 2 2 D & T 8IS M 72 DA 7 BAPE IR L 2
DA 8L LY AL NLRE, Teb b, ALl TH 3l
28 85.7cm 1% L T4 2 2% 89.4cm (+3.7cm), B TIXFE U<
86.0cm (Zxt L 87.5cm (+1.5cm) Toh D, KxHT, HEREXTH 3 Ml
DIES AE <, AL TH 3 /ITiE 14.5cm, T3 2 Il TiX 10.5cm
(-4cm) . FEITTIZTH 34/ 12.9cm, T 2 1T 10.8cm (-2.1cm)
LipoTWh, HHEHBOBmISEGiT 5L, dnmciTT 3 M
T 100.2cm, L] 2 1C 99.9cm. F{UITIL LM 3 M T 98.9cm, L.
2T 98.3cm & 720, BRI 2em FRIEITINE B, A TIIFETE
RREREFND B OB/mE G Lo I e DWTEILTE 20, /MY
R GHEEE TR TELNTWS & FHUX, #5801 TR,
EEROTEE 2 —ETHIUTZONEOBSIT B E B TH -7
WO HEELEZbND,

b LAMOPHESLHAIMEIC K& 2 b3 biv, ZruEHs o~f
IERAECIN TR OB LA B L, BUSHBOEEmD TR0
WZR5HM, ZVRBEED N 74U U LATIEZED LD R RERE
HAZ T oW ENIFERICR ST,

5. #&m

LR DY 7 U T ANENS I 64D FERR AT D2 TS ) 5 4]
WL T, TH 1B L0383 0RICITEHR FIEOEE % F ) UG O
BNtz Bbnsd, A4 MRETH 1 OEICOBRIFES
BEVIHEL, TN OEDHEE SN BICHIGOMEE K X
KB LT EEFES LTWD, 272 L LM 212672 HEAL B
b, REIRCE LR+ RB P BOFA URd ) NEERD
HEERE T COMICBIGMBORE R BIn b oz E D0,
AU DHTITMEIITHW CTE RV, A B H2 T 2o
Tuy 73T 1 OBBE TN LENTHLIShWREEA by Sh
T2 EWIATREME b & D, 7272, Bk O R — IRIE O T
1 CREETHLZEND, TH 1L 20MTRERELNDH >
AR E VN EEZ LN D,

THI2 & 3 CIXAMAOUNE L/ NIREOHEDEIZSH 5 H D
D, EHOBEORF FH O, FEEE & FEE O —(RIgHL A & OB 72



transept NE - choir N, helght of shaftsand socles(cm)
Phase1 Phase4

-

transeptSE - choirS, henght of shaftsand socles (cm)
Phase1 Phase4

o5888883888

i

NE3 NE2 NE1 N13 N4 N15 N16 N17 N18 N19 N20 N21 N22

o5 88883833888

T

SE3 SE2 SE1 s13 s14 s15 s s s18  s19 s20 sz 52

nave N - transeptNO, he:ghtofshafts and socles (cm)
Phase3 PhaseZ

N

RRRR

naves - transept SO, hengh( of shaftsand socles (cm)
Phase3 PhaseZ

838%8888

s
s 8

I

N CNe N9 N10 N11 NO1 NO2 NO3

height of shaft

height of socle

T

restored

eSSSSSSE‘SSS

I

s2 s3 sS4 S8 s9 S10 s11 s01 S02 S03

Fig.14 Height of shafts and socles of the triforium

Kbl L TR Y, BB RELS BT L oK
—BLFEcERNED N LD, T4 T T3 IcHho
TR AORB SN2 <220 B LS DL AXHF ORI~
TENDLICRDZEND, L3 LIZRRD FEEFOADMN

—t—
s |

s PR ¢
—
——

9

1
N U
IR B
I 9 12RO smooth capitals
x 1 l -Choir of 12th c.
1212 DREL S
BARLEEE P10 o e
Reused colonnettes I
R D S T 7 _AHEHDOUINE
I X3 5 rupture
Wy
M 1 I (Y mennmmn
] 8| F /R AT R Z!
BADY1Y ] 2 ] B JBmcomplex capitals
Masons’ marks 2 l ||
j Lxa chli(A, Nerasecen l

| TTNE3TNEZ TNETTTrooeeroeeeeos SETTSEZTTSE3 T l """"""""""
- NO3-NO2NOh e eeeeeneenenenea T N o Yo = N f R
- O o- VN - =

o HEMADI
(putlog holes/trou de poulin)

OGO 080 0

AODVEAEEERZ
smooth capitals

BEHOTINE
BEINEY rupture

restored

Fig.15 Plan at the height of the triforium showing the observations

made in the article (by author)

THAEE L EEZDND,

Z URERE, PR LA L TRBEINICH 2D LT
WFEAERUTHA L E2R->TWDDOT, RONTED LNTALE D
BOLTFECTCHHEEINTZEVWI BARINETHHINTE/Z, L,
LLL EDSHTIC & o T EBICITBUIGME O R b b 572 2
VR LT, MR, RUVEEBRMIRICEEA O AR BUIGMR 02 1L
Dol LIFERTHL L, KRR THOUNHIZIBWTTH-
TRREREVO L AR TH D, Lo LAR TIEZN % B 5 AThE
PEICE 8O, ERENP S BARNICHLE L Z BT, MY T
U Y AOEMINIRT 4 T — T E T o T A O FieFik
DIFE L, 2y 7 OBRBIGCM N 2 BR 2 5D 5
TEDDOFERNY LD, ZOXHIC, NI 74V T LAOHRE - 5
Frid, # b OBETIIR X TWad > @R ORI E
BTHILENRTED LN ET, Ty 7 BEOHEGFIEF D
BB ORI F 53 5 WTREME A R D T B,

IHEOTHEDIE S SE EZOMOBED Y 74 U 7 AL Ll
THILILE-T, T TOEMMOFEDERE - HksLOREL
FOVBIRFET 22N TEBTHA Y, 5. 7V REEDSO
ALy JHBRREDO M) 7+ U U AREEITV. STEEDZ,

EiE

PRI Y oo TET CHEMEERE O L I - AP U R EMitEDE
Ny~ Ly ZPRICTERE WD E W& E L, £, A0F
7213 JSPS BHiffE JP14J10678 DBk %% 1= b D TF, ThEh
WHEEELET,

b

W) EEARREEMEE LTI P = U A4 (Héliot) (T &2 — iD=,
Lheure Michel, Le triforium, Paris, Picard, 2012 23 (F 5528, Wi
H hU 74U T LAONEHRHEIZIT > T e, fHx OBEYOEBIAFIEE T
BEMISLBAOND Z L 13d 508, FEMRGHENThID Z LIXIEFIC
Wchd,

¥ 2) Bouxin Auguste, La Cathédrale Notre-Dame de Laon, historique et
description, Laon, impr. de A. Cortilliot, 1890 |32 ¥ 2 O R #° 7 #H D
NSO —REEZERTFRNY L LT, Tvy 7 HUETIOED D
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BUEDOEY OEEIZED ETORERENEEER L, N D EEE
N FE 2 F TORBEBEOMAIL, AT+ — /L OJEIR L W o 7o bk
KERBOEE ERimLl s LTn5, R ¥ 7 OREO M LRI
S W.W. 7 7—27 OFE (Clark William W. and King Richard, Laon
Cathedral, Architecture, 2 vol., Courtauld Institute Illustration Archives,
Companion Text 1 et 2, Harvey Miller Publishers, Londres, 1983—1987)
I, A O LY B BRI K> T LY TR O FME JLED 5
LEbic, AMABOERED XV EHFNRBLAD AW CTREREMRZ
ISHEL TS, [ O Fernie Eric, « La fonction liturgique des piliers
cantonnés dans la nef de la cathédrale de Laon », Bulletin monumental,
1987, vol. 145, no 3, p. 257-266 1%, HEEO R DO KT — 4 — RIZDHAF
TET 2/NREICER Y A ENTAEDS R 57 W4 v Clde <& ENC &
LEMMNR O TH LD EORFHATRE L, REREONIZER O i
Bz 37 224t L7z, Kimpel Dieter et Suckale Robert, LArchitecture
gothique en France - 1130-1270, traduit par Frangoise Neu, Paris,
Flammarion, 1990 (originally published in Germany, 1985), p. 193-210
TIE, AEEO b U B2 — OFEMITHRME Y b AR RE < 72 512
OENDZ LD, LEOEBIMHEVEMICEDS 2L RE kol T
e W) Ak~ 57 8 @ROBANEASIN TS, Saint
Denis Alain, Plouvier Martin et Souchon Cécile, Laon, la cathédrale,
Paris Zodiaque, 2002 IX&:RR 0, EHE L, WA, FRROBRE BT D7
VREBREONMNE ST EE TEHICRRT 57200 T, EREOL B A
IZHLDIAEN T EADONEICE L E T, T REEOBEN - BELH - &
KMl 2 Z—Fsk LT\ 5,

) BB CIX AU A, AL, BAXIT, AT LSO
572 5N 7= B 3 T 7z (Cf. Du Colombier Pierre, Les chantiers
des cathédrales - d’aprés les trésoriers, les architectes, les magons, les
sculpteurs, les textes, les miniatures, les vitraux, les sculptures, Paris,
éditions A. et J. Picard et Cie, 1973, p. 41-47), 1% 5 X049 L HEFED A
U= B2 5 [F— 5] & LTEENOBGA~E D BTV LR 5T,
HG O BT H A BRIERBN ThHo727125 9, ARRlcBIT 5 B
DAL Lk, B TEHMADZ S RANED S, b5 WITBI AR
TOINIPET D LHERLTND, ZHUTAORATOSIE, Mo
AN IESE OEAMRRFE OB IC R TR D L B2 b D,

7% 4) Mérimée Prosper, “Restauration de la cathédrale de Laon,” Revue
archéologique, 5e année, 1, 1848, p. 13-18 ; Saint-Denis et al., op. cit., p.
116-124. (C. Souchon)

% 5) Clark and King, op. cit., p. 32-33. Z Z Tl A A O YN B oA
ICkoTHIrENS —HFaxnE £ & LT ITH) (phase) ZED, *
NENDOUINH TRWLHEO WPt b - 727>, BIGHMkOZ» H -
ToNEBE L2,

1 6) Bouxin, op. cit., p. 35.
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Laon Cathedral is distinguished by its unchanged elevation despite its relatively long period of construction (c. 1155-c. 1230).
The triforium retained its three-arcaded composition. It is evident that the organization of the work site changed several times
during the construction. However, existing analysis have not paid attention to this problem. This paper aims to answer this
question through a study of the triforium.

The triforium, passageway inside the thickness of a Gothic wall, has been rarely studied. This is regrettable because the
triforium is rich in information. Its complicated composition and the diversity of its elements sometimes reflect the ruptures of
construction or the changes in organization of the work site.

I investigated the triforium of Laon Cathedral in the following procedure:

1. Make clear the ruptures in the construction on the basis of the masonry and the capital sculptures.

2. Examine the techniques of construction (the masonry, the mason’s marks and the putlog holes (¢rou de boulin)).

3. Measure the heights of the shafts and the plinths of all the colonnettes. Analyze their differences between each
construction phases and see their regularity/irregularity.

The study suggests that the organization of the work site seem to have changed after the first and the third phases: The first
phase is characterized by its naturalistic style of the capital sculptures and the usage of the mason’s marks; The originality of
the second and third phases are the presence of the putlog holes (which testifies the usage of cantilevered scaffolding) and the
construction of the shaft and the capital in the same block; These techniques can not be seen in the forth phase.

Despite its unchanged design throughout the whole construction campaigns, there were several changes in organization of

the work site. Studying the triforium can contribute to the monographic research on Gothic monuments.
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