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The Second Grass-roots Movement against an Expansion Plan
of Factories into a Site in the Green Belt of Vorarlberg, Austria

Kenji YAMAMOTO

The purpose of this paper is to describe the second grass-roots movement for conservation of the Green Belt
in Vorarlberg. The Land government decided to keep the Green Belt in its current state in Walgau as well as in
Rheintal in 1977 in order to conserve the natural ecology and landscape, areas for daily recreational activities of
the people and the farmland for effective agriculture. However, some parts of it have been transformed to factory
sites because of the development of manufacturing companies.

The second movement was organized by the local citizens’ group of “Initiative Ludesch — fiir einen lebens-
werten Walgau” (abbreviated as ILLW) in April 2018. Ludesch is a rural municipality in Walgau, which lies between
two cities, Feldkirch and Bludenz, in the southern part of Vorarlberg. The present author analyzes various
documents, namely circulars published by the movement organization, mass media articles, and the official spatial
plans by the communal authorities. These documents are to be gotten either in the Homepage of ILLW (https://
www.initiativeludesch.at/) or by means of the internet search by the present author himself.

The locale is the farm land Neugut in Ludesch, which was reclaimed from forest in the 1930s. Now it is one
of the most fertile farmland in Vorarlberg. The target of criticism by ILLW is RAUCH Fruchtsifte GmbH & Co
OG, which is the largest fruit juice maker in Austria. It also bottles Red Bull almost monopolistically for this
energy drink maker. ILLW includes several farmers as its active members, while it was not the case at Weiler in
Rheintal, where the first grass-roots movement for the Green Belt in 2016 and 2017 protested against the com-
munal authorities which had decided to transform area of 4.5 ha from the Green Belt in 2015.

The communal authorities of Ludesch had already decided the exclusion of the farmland “Neugut” of about
16 ha from the Green Belt at latest in 2013. In October in this year, the spatial plan “Blumnegg Réiumliches
Entwicklungskonzept 2013” was completed by the three municipal authorities in Blumenegg, a subregion within
Regio Walgau. Ludesch is one of the three municipalities and decided its own spatial plan “Raumliches
Entwicklungskonzept Ludesch 2015” on 18" June, 2015. Regio Walgau, members of which are 14 rural municipali-
ties in Walgau, decided its principle of the spatial plan for the whole region on 18th September 2014. It regards
foundation and expansion of manufacturing industry as important for the regional development.

The farmers who were engaged with the cultivation at Neugut opposed the exclusion of their farmland from
the Green Belt in 2014 at latest, because it was the existence base for them and its soil was very good for ecologi-
cally producing various vegetables and crops for the regional consumption. But the communal authorities and
Land government did not listen to their voices and moved forward with the spatial plan, with which Rauch and its
suppliers would be able to expand the production volume of Red Bull. The politicians regarded the increase of tax
revenue and employment opportunities in the manufacturing industry as more important than the organic farming,
ecological conservation of land and local practices coping with climate change, although the Land government had
already declared “Eco-Land Vorarlberg Regional and Fair” in 2012.

ILLW sought to hold a referendum for the conservation of the Green Belt at Neugut in Ludesch from the
beginning of the grass-roots movement, so that they distributed circulars, with which they intended to inform the
realities of the farmland within the Greenbelt and the underground-water policy by the Land government and the
communal authorities. They believed that the established mass media had not inform the people this issue
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enough. The present author will describe the results of the grass-roots movement in 2019 and later on another

occasion.

(Professor Emeritus of Kyushu University)
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