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Indonesian Folktales ‘The Flower of Kusumo' and the Formation of Young Nationals during the Pacific War Period
— Learning to Become a ‘Model Japanese' from Folktales of the South Seas —
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“How loud is thy drum, O dame, seeing it is beaten by
a thousand waves!” And she and her child laughed
loudly at the blind woman. She heard the taunt and
the cruel laughter, and grew cold with shame, and fell

to the earth, and her spirit left her®.
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All; it is, thanks to your God. For Lord, the God of
Heaven, your prayers have been heard, And the God
of Heaven has bestowed good fortune on you.
Cherish that good fortune, both You and I.*
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Da rief er in seinem Zorn seine
Freunde zusammen und befahl
ihnen, ihm mit Speeren und Fackeln

zu folgen.
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Der Mann forderte das Waoi-Gras

zuruck und teilte es freudig mit allen.
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Waren die Feen in den Tieren noch
am Leben, konnten die Menschen

das Waoi-Gras nicht essen.
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“Nay, Mother,” answered the children, “but when we
are bigger we shall slay him who hath slain our
father."”

[VVi, BhdE A, BORIZNY A 12
LB IKEL D0, 0L BE) SADYI-A
REb 4, v AN REARITESL LWEETH S
5 b, AR BVIEEDNDBATHLNY TTH0. &
P HEDTH T SN2

GIRAPS b2 L), FED [BR7-bhME L7
SR EHRLIREZHT (Slay) ] & v ) Bl k%,
AHE TIEL 2B B RELS RO, ED2LBLE)
SADDIE T HEE T, XANINREALRIZEAS LW
RKETHEH) L, AFLVIEEDTIOEA~NT22) T
MH, GEPLREEOTHATLIZE V| L) EITBIE
L, HELEHOBEREMRAIZOTH 5,

When Kototabe and Kelokelo were now grown they

made ready for the journey to Manubada’'s eyrie.

They took a strong canoe, and loaded it with slings

and clubs®.
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Indonesian Folktales ‘The Flower of Kusumo' and the Formation of Young Nationals
during the Pacific War Period

— Learning to Become a ‘Model Japanese’ from Folktales of the South Seas —

PARK JIHU

Abstract

This study conducts a comparative literary analysis of the Indonesian folktale collection “The Flower of
Kusumo” (1942) to elucidate how the ideology of the “Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere” during
the Pacific War was being imparted to Japan's young nationals (children) . “The Flower of Kusumo,”
an anthology published by children’s story writer Shogo Koide, comprises 20 stories selected from
Indonesian legends and myths adapted from originals in English, German, and Japanese. These stories
have been markedly Japanese in their adaptation, reflecting Shinto ideas, the spirit of Japan, solidarity
among the weak, Japan as the leader of Asia, and the discovery of the samurai spirit. Japanese children,
reading these Indonesian stories in Japanese, would have not only learned what is Japanese but also
realized that the two nations belong to the same community. In this context, given that this community
is defined as the “Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere,” “The Flower of Kusumo” can be described
as a book that disseminated the South Seas, the Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere, and the Pacific

War to Japanese children in the form of fairy tales.
Keywords

Nanyo literature, comparative literature, Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere,

young nationals, Flower of Kusumo
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