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FOREWORD

The 21% Century has resulted in a variety of activities that have been understood and explained
through the conceptual framework of “globalism.” This framework is widely employed not only
in academia and politics, but also in the mass media, legal systems and people’s everyday con-
versations. Global activities are reinforcing and accelerating the free movement of people and
goods, inventing new forms of activities, and institutionalizing new institutions, rules and struc-
tures. The world of the 21 Century seems to have resulted in a deeper inter-dependence be-
tween peoples and nations. The dynamism of global activities has opened up new opportunities
and horizons for society, but has simultaneously created new and complex challenges that are
not amenable to national solutions.

It has often been suggested that the EU was, at least in part, a child of the “Cold War.” However,
it is clear that in a post-Cold War context, the historical innovations associated with regional
integration in Europe present a useful prism through which we can arrive at a better understand-
ing of the changes associated with the contemporary shift to “globalism.” The EU is, to date,
the most successful, on-going example of regional integration with unique institutional settings
and realities. There is a widely shared consensus on the significance and value of studying the
EU.

Against such a background, the EUIJ-Kyushu Review has been launched as a peer-reviewed,
bi-lingual and multi-disciplinary academic journal. The journal is published in an easily accessi-
ble online format with the intention of introducing original articles and book reviews on EU-re-
lated research.

In addition, it is printed once annually. This volume of the EUIJ-Kyushu Review marks the
first in print, and includes articles and book reviews that have been published online during the
previous academic year. It contains four peer-reviewed articles — two each in politics and legal
studies, and two each in Japanese and English. These articles argue on today’s cutting-edge
subjects in EU-related research. The book review introduces a provocative work on the EU way
of governance by a young Dutch researcher.

EUIJ-Kyushu was established in April 2011 as the fifth EU Centre in Japan, and the journal is
intended to provide a forum for the dissemination of the research results of EUIJ-Kyushu. As
such, the journal will contribute to research in the field of EU studies, but will also contribute to
the promotion of knowledge and awareness about the EU in Japan. By publishing in both Japa-
nese and English, the EUIJ-Kyushu Review hopes to contribute to the international academic
debate on EU-related issues.

EUIJ-Kyushu is proud to have established an academic relationship with the Centre for Euro-
pean Reform (CER), a prestigious UK-based think-tank on the EU. The CER has generously
agreed to share articles written for their publications for inclusion in the EUIJ-Kyushu Review.
We are deeply grateful for their cooperation.

The EUIJ-Kyushu Review seeks to publish thought-provoking articles and reviews of books
which provide insights for a rapidly globalizing society. To this end, the editorial staff invites
contributions from all fields of EU studies.

Machiko Hachiya
Editor-in-Chief
Director, Kyushu University EU Centre/EUIJ-Kyushu
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