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Organization of the RYOYU-KAI and women’s education:
Focusing on the contents and activities of Shozo Marumoto’s Kyoto lecture (1929)

KyungOok WHANG

The purpose of this study is to clarify that the dietary habits of the Japanese people were militarized
by the Ryoyu-kai, an outside organization of the army’s food factory. To this end, the Ryoyu-kai conducted
women’s education activities nationwide. Prime Minister Giichi Tanaka and other government officials
from the Ministry of Agriculture, the Ministry of Commerce, the Ministry of Home Affairs, the Ministry of
Education, the Army and Navy devised the Food Association (1924) as a solution to Japan’s population food
problem. The army’s accountants in charge of accounting and food, clothing, and housing became the
center of its activities, and Ryoyu-kai, which consisted of great figures from politics, conglomerate, and
academia, rapidly expanded its power based on the Population Food Research Committee led by Prime
Minister Tanaka.

The character of Marumoto who was considerd as a practitioner at the forefront of the Ryoyu-kai, as
well as the influence of his activities and methods were revealed, and the kitchen education conducted by
Ryoyu-kai was also analysized. In cooperation with commercial facilities such as canning associations,
department stores, other social education facilities, and women'’s schools, Ryoyu-kai actively participated
in the events held there and brought educational materials for them to improve the diet of general public.
In addition, while establishing relationships with various magazine companies, food-related information
was spread from Ryoyu-kai, and its area of informing activities in the magazine was expanded.

This study considered two of the contents of the education which were emphasized from the begin-
ning, namely, market economy education for housewives and food preservation education. A list of market
prices, which are the standard for each item, was posted as a permanent record of shopping prices, and
housewives were educated to use not only the list but also the public market so that they could monitor
the business. Besides, accountants encouraged the daily storage of food in case emergencies and taught
the public how to make bottled food. In order to spread it nationwide, housewives competed with each

other taking part in competitions where they could show the results of their bottling.



