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ABSTRACT

In this study, I investigate issues of the arguments made by Yasuaki Kato in the modern journal of disability
history studies, illustrated in “Social History Studies of Blind People in Japan” (its difficulty to hold up against
studies on the history of ableism advocated by Katsumi Namase) and the issues around the acceptance of these
arguments found in subsequent research after Kato. Furthermore, I highlight the fact that the historical viewpoint
used by Kato known as “studies on the history of problems for disabled people” is not thoroughly understood in
subsequent research on historical science and disability studies, leading to the misconception that “Kato’s
argument is a social-status theory”. It can also be said that the results and issues of “Social History Studies of
Blind People in Japan” arise for the sole purpose of this viewpoint. Therefore, it is necessary to approach the
following objectives with a different viewpoint than “studies on the history of problems for disabled people”: 1)
revealing aspects of disabled people’s history unrelated to “the problems of disabled people”; 2) revealing the
history of disabled people only subject to “treatment” without bearing any physical disabilities (mentally disabled
people, female disabled people, etc.); 3) revealing the history from before the Middle Ages (in other words, the
era in which it was believed that only the family of disabled people should deal with the issues of their disabled
family members); and 4) making an argument with locality in mind. If these limitations are taken into account,
then “studies on the history of problems for disabled people” can be a thoroughly effective approach to history.
However, subsequent research has yet to overcome this challenge.
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