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The Circulation and Disappearance of Po Chii-i's Line
“Who Will Now Share with Me Our Old Pillow, Our
0Old Coverlets ?”

SHIZUNAGA Takeshi

The line “Who will now share with me our old pillow, our old coverlets ?" (# &
B & e & & ¥ 1T0s), which appears in the "Aoi” ¥ chapter of the Tale of
Genji (Genji monogatari FHIEHIFE), coincides with line 72 of “Song of Lasting
Regret” (“Ch'ang-hen ko” £{R#%) by Po Chi-i 1B 5 as found in the Kanazawa
Bunko 4Ei%5% M manuscript of the Po-shih wen-chi FIE3C4 (fasc. 12), and the
understanding that it represents the text of the so-called old manuscript of the
Po-shih wen-chi would seem to be gradually taking root in academic circles.
That this line belongs to Po Chil-i's original poem can be confirmed from the
fact that in China, too, the text of “Song of Lasting Regret” included in the Wen-
yiian ying-hua CHHEHE (fasc, 346), dating from the early Sung period, also has
“old pillows, old coverlets” (ki =%). But once the complete Po-shik wen-chi
(Po-shih Ch'ang-ch‘ing chi FIERJEBFE) began to be published during the Sung
period, especially from the Southern Sung onwards, this printed version came
to be regarded as the definitive edition, and consequently the words “old pil-
lows, old coverlets” were forgotten in China, and eventually the text came to
read “the halcyon-plumed coverlet is cold” (3532 4x38).

However, quite miraculously the reading “old pillows, old coverlets” was
preserved in the b0-fascicle 7" ‘ang-shih chieh EFf# (published with a preface

7
dated 1615), an anthology of T‘ang poems compiled by T'ang Ju-hsin FEF¥&E
(1565-1659), who spent his life as an ordinary citizen and keen reader in Shang-
hai in the Ming period. T'ang Ju-hsiin was a quite amazing person who lost the
sight of both eyes at the age of five and thereafter memorized all manner of
books that he had other people read to him. All sorts of interesting investiga-
tions could be conducted regarding the question of why the text of “Song of
Lasting Regret” transmitted by him preserved the original wording. But this
work by T'ang Ju-hsiin was subsequently superseded once again during the
Ch'ing period by the Po-shik wen-chi (Po-shih Ch'ang-ch‘ing chi).

This article does no more than present the results of my examination of a
variant reading of a single line in a lengthy poem by Po Chii4, but I hope that it
will provide material for some lively discussion about the circulation of literary
works between China and Japan.






