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Presenting Research Paper at the 25" International Conference
on Asia-Pacific Digital Libraries, Taipei, Taiwan

Widiatmoko Adi Putranto (Department of Library Science, D2)

The 25" International Conference on Asia-Pacific Digital Libraries was held between 4-7 December 2023 in Taipei, Taiwan.
There were six delegates from Kyushu University attended the event. I came to the conference particularly to present my
research entitled “Opening access to digital collections: the state of cultural materials in Indonesian higher education
institutions”, which was also accepted as full paper in the conference proceeding. The proceeding is now also accessible via the
Springer Portal (https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-981-99-8085-7). This report briefly describes the overview of my
participation activities in the conference.

The conference consisted of diverse programs. I attended the pre-conference workshop of “Metadata Models for Digital
Archiving of Intangible and Experiential Cultural Entities” at the International Conference Hall in National Taiwan Normal
University Library. The workshop was hosted by Professor Shigeo Sugimoto from University of Tsukuba, Japan. The workshop
mainly discussed the ongoing issues on managing currently existing massive numbers of digital archives and metadata. It also
touched on the development of diverse and previously unimaginable materials to be archived. There were several international
presenters providing insights from their research on the issues. Several presenters were based in Europe but their research
objects were Japanese materials, so it was interesting to look into their perspectives on managing materials from another
country. The workshop itself was more about challenging the participants with the issue of archiving ‘intangible’ and
‘experiential’ cultural entities in form of natural phenomena or intangible experience such as disasters or fireworks. Professor
Sugimoto provided provocative view in how objects like fireworks can be archived in three different categories: the firework as
ephemeral object in the air, the firework as the tangible object in the form of its ball gunpowder, and the firework as the event
(Sugimoto 2023). Additionally, the presentations are also openly available via the ICADL webpages
(https://ifdik2023.conf.tw/site/page.aspx?pid=287&sid=1521&lang=en).

The next program I attended was the ICADL conference. The conference theme for this year is “Leveraging Generative
Intelligence in Digital Libraries: Towards Human-Machine Collaboration” with three keynote speakers, Dr Mark Liao, Dr Gillian
Oliver, and Professor Shigeo Sugimoto. Their presentation materials are also openly available on the ICADL webpage. In my
opinion, providing open access for the conference materials is a progressive step
towards disseminating knowledge for the benefit of the public. I presented my
research paper on the third day of the conference. The paper was co-written with
my supervisor, Professor Ishita Emi, and my colleague Regina Dwi Shalsa
Mayzana from Universitas Gadjah Mada in Indonesia. My research mainly
discusses about the problems of opening access to digitized cultural heritage
materials by examining the current state of their digital collections at the
Indonesian higher education (HE) institutions in terms of their accessibility to the
users. The accessibility is based on the online presence of the university libraries
and the ability of the websites to provide sufficient information about the cultural
heritage collections from the perspectives of the users. Eight Indonesian HE
institutions with cultural heritage collections were identified. However, they have
not been able to provide sufficient or explicit information on the cultural heritage
collections online, including information on what collections are available, the

basic descriptions of the items, and what users can do with the material.
Therefore, raising awareness among Indonesian HE institutions, particularly

the libraries, on the importance of opening access to cultural heritage collections
is required. To conclude, the ICADL 2023 was one of the most mind-provoking
conferences I ever attended. I hope many academic conferences in the future can

make their research materials and discussions openly accessible to the public.
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