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. . . She took pride in her accomplishments, in being the best shot in the country, in
knowing she could ride and swim better than the Bronson Brothers in her town of
Casey’s Mill, between Flint and Pontiac. (6)

If only she could drum, she thought. Or bugle. But the skills she had were far
superior. She knew how to tend wounds, shoot a gun, ride, swim, stand up to the sun of

a long summer day. Weren't such talents needed? (18)

She didn’t concern herself as much with the larger lie, passing as a man. She knew
she could do that. Hadn’t she spent years now doing a man’s work? Dressing in a man’s
clothes? Likely she could shoot and ride better than all these recruits. (20)
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. .. She heard words like, “truth and freedom,” and “putting down the rebellion,” and
“going after those damned Rebels.”

All these young men believed in the cause, she decided. From the sound of it, some
were taken with the very romance of preserving the Union. . . . She felt a kinship
already with these two dozen souls who had come from farms and shops and schools to
defend what they believed in. She would do well here, she decided. She had done the
right thing. (32)
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