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Historian of Technology, Hitoshi Yoshioka's Policy Criticism of Nuclear Power Plant

— Focusing on Changes Before and After the Fukushima Nuclear Accident of TEPCO —

Shinji KANTO

Abstract

How has Historian, Hitoshi Yoshioka's criticism of nuclear policy changed after the Fukushima nuclear
accident? Immediately after the accident, Yoshioka began thinking about nuclear energy policy on
March 14, 2011, while being asked by the media to evaluate the accident as an expert. Yoshioka
decided practice the word " nuclear power phase-out ', which he had carefully avoided using before the
accident. He will solidify his will to eliminate nuclear power, and will clarify his position in writings. The
Democratic Party of Japan administration at that time appoints a member of the accident investigation
committee to Yoshioka. Yoshioka's enthusiasm for this work was strong. Recognizing the high level of
expertise in nuclear technology compared to other committee members, he energetically investigated
the chain of command of the government and the accident response by TEPCO. That is why the
Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry, NISA, and the administration center criticized with anger
that they proceeded with the restart policy without considering the activities due to the accident
investigation committee. In addition to his knowledge of modern history and the natural sciences,
Yoshioka's criticism of policy theory, which has had dialogues with economic bureaucrats (technocrats)
in comprehensive policy evaluations such as the cost of nuclear power projects, has gained versatility.

Yoshioka's criticism will serve as a model for future counter-technocracy.

Keyword: Hitoshi Yoshioka, TEPCO's Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant Accident, Nuclear phase-

out, Policy criticism, Jinzaburou Takagi
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