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Molecular Analysis of Thalassemia in Nepal
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Abstract

Thalassemia is a group of hereditary diseases caused by impaired synthesis of specific globin chains.
The disease has a high frequency in regions endemic for malaria including the Mediterranean Basin,
Africa, Middle East, Southeast Asia and South China. It has been suggested that the high frequency of
thalassemia might reflect advantage due to reduced susceptibility to malaria. To evaluate this malaria
hypothesis, we analyzed thalassemia mutations in two neighboring populations of Nepal, the Danuwar
and the Tamang. The settlements of the former are located below the limit of the malarial zone (1,200
m in altitude), whereas those of the latter are found in the malaria—free uplands. We detected three
heterozygotes for the AP mutation generating HbE in the Danuwars. The haplotype analysis of the B-
globin gene cluster harboring the B8® mutation suggested that the Danuwars and Southeast Asians share
the same origin of the BE mutation. We also detected the 3.7 kb deletion type of «-thalassemia with
a high gene frequency, 0.63 in the Danuwars, while in the Tamangs the frequency is only 0.05.
Haplotype analysis of the a—globin gene cluster showed that the a —thalassemia mutation has four
different genetic backgrounds in the Danuwars. These results suggest that the high frequency of e« -
thalassemia in the Danuwars is due to the adaptation to malaria endemicity rather than a bottle neck effect.
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< I VTR ERAEENE Ul C& =28, o
VBEFORBEECDH LD BRERAMETH S Y
T I TIE HEERER. 7o), FRE, 1V
F. RET7 V7 kEDO~YT Y 7TRITHIRIZCESWHEE T
Roh, v5 ) 7EIEIRBIN TS, WbhWw3
(=Z ) 7] ThbH, BAFIAEDO<T Y 7ITxH
THEILE Z DX InEFRIE S L &b ITSHErIE
EhOLHET L. Sl OE B A E
RTHZEEANE U THREZED TS, SEIOH
2T, T TS IZ &V REFH L HEFEDOE
BB, B VI SHEARH 2B km T2
FUMKOERMIZER LY, Z oz ER
Tamang. Parbate Z L C Danuwar & XiZh 3=
ORBEEBABEL WS, - 0MBRTIEE
1,200 m LA O IS HE BT OB ICINZ TE VY X —
VEORIIIMERLE . BT ) TR LER
DEEDOHR I T AEFEVRICEE BT 52 TE T,
FEROREEMDS B Tamang 35 1,200 m L E
WZEEL. B TEREVECHARIREOERE DK
WERRBIDAZNEIBZ kW, LBz~ Z ) 7IiZ#Eit
LERE£ % BB, —F Danuwar 37 5 1) 7
RfEPRHEE CTHDHEE 1,200 m BT OA/BWICEE
L. BERSHEDICHED > THY.. £WFEN BT
BEND, ZDXDICHEMIZ DB ERIRIBEE L
TWBHDD, Y7 )T REEANDBIEERES Bz > T
WABENREZ BN T Y TRFADETLER, <7 V7T
NDOBICHEE DL LTS 5D X THRIFOX SR &
EZbNbD. T TAMETIE L2 EHc>&~ T
) 7EAMRTFELTOZ O VR R, BiCY 523
TDEFRERALNMNIT B & xR,

][

HiEEME
1. 8 &
2R R/S— B8 d Tamang 114 4,
3 & U Danuwar 110 &2 HH¢I L=, M CE Mm%
B Uy ARIMERRE & E MERE & 12 708 Lizo Rk
LT 3 mABEREK TSR, BRECBEL UIZD
F R AR EBECHEEF L ARICHEBIR - 1=

2. DNA #iH
Lahiri & Nurnberger @ F#E2IC X VR /%
Bk 5 DNA ZHiH L7,

3. AESFOE VRN

£mEE. Hb, Ht 0BIEE &bz, BLTFOHkIZ
&Y HPLC Z AW T Hb DS E %17 - /=0 FRIMERS
154 % 1 ml ® 30 mM ¥ x- + ) X-Ei# (pH 6.4,
15 mMKCN &4) BERICEMR L. SVRT 74V
§ —T5H@E%, Ho BEIZHE L T 58~62 pg/mliz
BECRDIDCHFRFAR L2 0EHKEE L, 100
AEBEEE 7O N5 7 4 =128 LTz, oI
W FINVT5 Y —REBERY S CCPM (HEE
V= HRRSEE) . KRR TR RRGH
UV8010 (HEEY — S HASHE) BIUEHFTIT Y
o9 ba—512 (VXF LA VR MVX Y MRS
HED) NoBRINIEERBE /o VT T 4~
Bx W=, Wilson 5D HEPICET T, BA 4V
etk h 5 & TSK-gel CM-3SW # 5 4 (7.5 mm X
7.5cm, EHEY —FHI&HE) AN, 30mM
Z M) 2-Eife (pH6.4, 15 mM KCN &74) EE&
T, BERE S V) 7 A 0~150 mM B 45 #E AJEC 140 ml
Ty ZEET. %#E1.0ml/min TREBEH L,

4. PCREIC & B

1) HbE O#H

HbE ZRIZBIT 27 VIVERN L) X7 LA
F K 5 ~AAGTTGGTGGTAAGGCCCT-3' « B8XU'IE
WY VIVERNSA Y IX 2 LA S B 5 -AGGGCCT
CACCACCAACTT-3 #H\WW T\ BEIKME LI Fy
POy FA v IEERAVTHRE LY, 54 L
I V=TV IEERANWT HE BROWR %
ﬁ?fcmo

2) B/ OEVEGFHONTOTAELS

¢ 70 VBEFD LG Hine UM Gy Ay 7
OV VBRETFHRO Hind AL, ¥ 7o VEET
WE TWRD Hinc TEAL, B 70 VBETFHD Ava
O#Ar. FRO BamHl AL 0% 8% iz @& L
PCRIETHE L7=>%,

3) a¥ZEIT7OBRE
aVTLITOENLTOEWHEETRWEINS
3.7kb & 4.2kb REBMEZLITD XD I HETHRIH L
727 PCR X, 0.3 pg Dt +4 ./ & DNA i 0.2
MO T F A4~ —7—, 0.2mM ® dNTP, PCR
RIE/Ny 7 7 — (Toyobo) ZMMZA{T -7z AWNW=TZ
AY—ZU TRV TH 5,
A: 5 -CCCAGAGCCAGGTTTGTTTATCTG-3
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B: 5 -GAGGCCCAAGGGGCAAGAAGCAT-3

C: 5 -GCTAGAGCATTGGTGGTCATGCC-3’

D: 5 -TTCTGACTCTGCCCACAGCCTGA-3’

a G1: 5 -GCTGACCTCCAAATACCGT-3

a G2: 5 -CTCTGCCTCCTTGGTTAAAA-3
BG4 Hid 94C1 s HEZE® L. 1 8L KOD
DashZa2qg DNA polymerase (Toyobo) %Nz /=1,
ACIORDEM, 774~ —DT7=—) VIZIZLUTIZ
RULEEIECTFAT—RT—IZB U -RET2H,
T4COFHDBERIED X T v T% 30 %A 7 VDEMHET
fIolze TI9A—DT7 =) VI RERZ. 7547 —
ArB, 7594%—C&D, 794v—a Gl, a G2
DRT—TIE. ZNEN61TC, 66C, 60CTIT-70
3.7kb R&HI 75 4 <—A,BT1,779p D, 4.2
kb R&EFI S5 (4 ~—C,D T1,529p O, FIEH
T bBiET74<%—a Gl, a G2I2&Y 1,39

bp @ DNA Bl 2 EIE X% (K1,

4) e OEVERFHONTOYLELY
¢ 2 27ub VBT ERODXbAIFAL. TR DSacl

a G1

Tal a?2

1,529 bp

AL Bgllfi, ¢ 1 7o VB ETFHORETF
BT X BEFIDEE, a2 FRORsalFALE FRD
Pst1Eifi 017 0¥ VBEF EROPstIFRAL D% T
% PCR ¥ CRE L,

g R

1. BEEATES/OELELBY OEVBEEFHO

NT 0% A TR

%9 MCV., MCH &0 MCHC 0 &N R 5N 5
by INVico&x Hb iz El k-7, £
Danuwar @ 3 Fliz 5T HbA.DEE /s LR %R 7-,
BYTZEITATUESETIIHbAL)VH4~8
BRECZEATHIZEAAOLENTWALR, 3 HlE
26.9, 27.8, 20.8% L EEIC LA L THY, HbALE
SIKE) FRENE VELL L T\ 5 HbE O RTEEMEDYE 2
bnl-e ZZCHLE ZRUIIEBRM A ) ITX 7 Lt
FRERAWZFy b Ty pNATNVF AL X—Y 5V
CXOBE L& 25, 361&H HDE D~ T oS
KTHBZEN DD otze EBIYA LI by—2 T

a G11

1,395 bp

ail

3.7 kb deletibn

4.2 kb deletion

1,779 bp

e
D

B1 a¥FvI70KRH

a ZOEVBEFHO—MERL TS, «l,27 0 VEBEFERA—Da 7o Vgt a— FL T 5,

Y alZobEVBEFEIHELEZFTHY. JuEVBITELEL RV, 3.7kbE X U4.2 kbR &LHIK & PCRE
WCHWE T4~ —2> TR U, $IREHDHDEAE L 5PCREIBEMDY 1 XHbpTad Lz,

B REBPIEVEEIE. aGlé aG2DT 54 v —2HANPCRIZX Y, 1,395bpDIEIBEME DD,
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£1 a¥T7t3I7 B.TkbR&HE) DEE

£S5 Danuwar Tamang
REELGT 41 ( 37%) 1( 1%)
~TuEEH 57 ( 52%) 9 ( 8%)
EFH 12 (11%) 104 ( 91%)
& : 110 (100%) 114 (100%)

ERETHOABEEE (%) ZRLTN S,

%2 DanuwarffizElTba 707 ViEEHENTTOY 4 T EDOBR

NTay S Ia 1b Ma Iic
3. Tkb/R = H 14 3 9 3
EHR 5 0 10 0
Hat 19 3 19 3

NFay A FIEERT) DHEICK o770

VIV K VRBREIER VNV THR Lz, &
N6 HbE O~F uigEstkd g 7o € VBEFHD/N
Juy L TERELEEZA (+,—,—,—,—,+,—)
Tho-T

2. a¥StE3IT7LaFOE  EBELEFRHD

NT 08 A4 TOEN

aY T2 T ORWERET BIHIC, PCR k%
AW, Z0&ER, £1I127-9 &S 2 Danuwar O+
YIIWTE, 3. Tkb REMa T3 7 (16 FHE
Bk EIZ AR 2 BFET D a 70 ¥ VBIEFO—EOR
G ) HEHHEICRE Uiz, DV 37% 5 3.7kb Rk
ROREEEERTHY., 2% 05\T OEEETH -7,
aYTXITBEETFOHEIIZ0.63 Tholzo —F
Tamang O Y~ SV TIEAEHEAE, ~TF oEsE
BENEN 1%, 9% THY., BIEFIHEIL0.05 &
BHONICED o1z FMERED 4.2kb RER o
VI ITIRRWEINEIr -7, v
Danuwar D a 45t 3I 7OHT, KEOY > WV
NAFELFICOE a 70 B VBETHOLRICE
DINTaY A TERELR2IER LIz, a¥ T3
TREFADDRDBNTus 4 TEHEEHLTNDBZ
a1l oYY iy

£ K

SRIFN=NVOPFIZEES 5 > ORELEMH,
Danuwar & Tamang Oz HANWT, E~NES O
EVORHFNERBZ Iz, MIRHP Hb &, F7- Hb
AD VBB SEITRRHEIN R 5T,
Danuwar CiI~NEZo bV E (Hb E) O~NF oS
HOFVREEZ IBHRM U, HhEZHEET Y7

CEEHCBVWTRODHAEOEVWRE Hb TH S, i

FALBWTHE &< REAZEORIZ 13%THY .

HALE T 50~T0% Iz b R8s ZOERITa Fv
26 ® GAG (Glu) 705 AAG (Lys) "D I XX/ AH
RChd, 2073 /EBREKIT Hb ORI ZNIZ
EREYRITX IRV, G UAERBRIZXVEEX S
FAZYA FBEEEIND, TNICEVREZ TS
AV IBRE BI2D, EEDRTTA 2 TR
72870 Y mRNABIMET L, ¥ T 3ITERE
DEENTOUESERTY I I TEET O, KHFE
TORBMGTFHER 27 VHIRT 1.4%18E e, L
» U Tamang T3 Rohd., o2 &b~
T TR X VBRI NI LE X 5N, K
EREZHTH B /o VBRI FHNOEEEHTIZEIN
X, BE7Y7OHE TRW2Eh=NToy (7
EE—THY, EET7PTERAEREEZ®RICLTNS
wJREMEDE X BNz,
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—H. a¥ T3 TIZOW T Danuwar IZ2HEW T
3.7kb REZREBLIU~NTFOESEICESHYE 89%
LB THWEE CTRH L. ZOBERIINEESGHK
TH7T« 7o FEE-VEETRA4EEET S a 70
Y VBE TS 2MBIIFET 57201, BEERIIEX
THREZEELEDLRW, —7 Tamang TORELB X
VAT OEAEDEEHIZ 9% THY, Danuwar iZ i
REBEHONZENWHSDTH T2 ZOHEDET a
YITEITILOTTUTEIENE L TNWAZ &%
RET Do

Flint 52XV’ X SFx3T7IZEWVWTCaP T3 T
DREN~ T V) 7 ERHIR S B 72 b ICERERFN
WBIE L TNWA Z EDREINTWB, Zhizx UAHF
FEDRETH 5 Danuwar & Tamang I ZAAEICBERE L
TEET %, L LEiER~ T ) 7RG (&
FE1,200m BAF) IWEETHDICR L, BEITLLH
HIEREZL b, ERBFCTOBEMIIHAE 5
E BRPABTCE e ZOER a YT ITOHE
DEEFEISGI-EHEIND,

a 70 CVRIETFHONTO Y A TOBK» 6, B
ROBFIZERGFETIZENEZ N, DT &
BARMVR Y 2I2&D a T3 THEFRANTHEZEL
LIt e B ET 5T —7 EEZX b, ¥54237
DT TIZXH5BRE T T HR/REEZ TN D,
IODREILIZHLGNIT B E L HIZ Danuwar O
GRS E R H-dic, BEI ravy FY 7
DNA O &R % LT 5,

&

AFFETHNW = Y IO —HE2REL T E
F LB KN EER SR EAEEL, &
VBT ORETHR D2 W=2E F Uiz UK
BRUGEBAE RS, AMEMEE, AR E it
FREKEFENEEHZE., K60 MY TNV KREES
# S. Sharma EEEfi, S. B. Khadka EEfi, */3—VE
Bl K% P. Baral ERffi. R. B. Rai, H. B. Rai i,
HFLXVU K. B. Tamang XEIZHHBLE T, Fiza
Zu b VBEFEONTO Y A TR CHERE W
PEFULEA Yy 2 X7+ — FKR¥EJ. B. Clegg ##2.
Z U TR FBEEFOFRNT CHBIE 2B £ LUK
SR BBE E AR ERICREE L E T,

COMREZ-HEXHANFENAEEREME S
(No0.08041178, No0.09041186 : I ; No.10115211,
No.11112215 : fj#&) 12 &k BB & 32T 7,

51 Rk

1) Funt. J., Hill, A.V., Bowden, D.K.,
Oppenheimer, S.dJ., Sill, P.R., Serjeantson,
S.W., Bana-Koiri, J., Bhatia, K., Alpers,
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Nature, 321 :744-750, 1986.

2 ) Fucharoen, S., Fucharoen, G., Sriroongrueng,
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3 ) Fucharoen, G., Fucharoen, S. Jetsrisuparb,
and Fukumaki, Y.: Molecular basis of HbE-
B —thalassemia and the origin of HbE in
northeast Thailand: Identification of one
novel mutation using amplified DNA from
buffy coat specimens. Biochemical and
Biophysical Research Communications, 170:
698-704, 1990.
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