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Designing and Implementing Japanese History Class
to Prompt “Knowledge Manipulation”:
Aimed at Graduated Students

Yuki SHIMOJI

The purpose of this study was to change the preconception that Japanese history is a subject rote
learning and instead promote the use of knowledge manipulation in learning Japanese history. For this
purpose, based on the results obtained in previous studies, we designed on-demand teaching materials and
classes to enable students to learn the procedures of knowledge manipulation through the answers to the
tasks, and conducted a survey among graduated students on November 26 and December 3, 2021. The
results of the survey showed a significant increase in the number of correct answers in all of the 77 valid
responses to the pre- and post-questionnaires, which consisted of three questions each. In addition, 87 of
the 91 valid responses to the post-survey questionnaire could be interpreted as a change in the students’
perception of Japanese history as a subject rote learning. Thus, it can be said that the objectives of this
study were generally achieved. Although there were differences between the face-to-face lectures and the
on-demand lectures in the author’s previous research and the preliminary survey leading up to this study,
the results of the post-survey questionnaire were better than those in the previous study, and the same
trend was observed in the results of the preliminary survey in this study. These results suggest that, if
appropriate lesson design and materials preparation conditions are taken into account, it is possible to
teach knowledge manipulation regardless of the format, and it is possible to propose a more generalized

lesson design plan.



