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SYNOPSES OF JAPANESE ARTICLES

AND ORAL PUBLICATIONS
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FRAGEA PN MEIEHER, MRTNEFE RN —E T RO S, Rk
S RSB RN REBUR LM SIS SRS R, 8 A ROV R T HER RZRRIF L redundant
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THE DIALECT IN CHINA

Kiyoshi Nasu

A great variety of idioms spoken by seven hundred
million inhabitants in China is roughly divided into
Altaic family, indo-European family, Sinno-Tibetan
family, Austro-Asiatic family and Austronesian family.
Among them, the Chinese language, a member of Sinno-
Tibetan family, is spoken by about 80% majority of the
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whole population. Chinese has five main dialects as
follows: Northern dialects(Pekinese)
Northwestern dialects
Southwestern dialects
1. Northern dialects | Fi2ng-Hwal dialects
Siang dialects
Kan dialects
2. Wu dialects
3. Hakka dialects
L., Yue dialects(Cantonese)
5. Min dialects [Amoi dralect
Fuchow dialect
The most current of these is Northern dialect,
chiefly composed of the so-called Mandarin, having no
less than four hundred million speakers. This fact has
its evident historical reason: at first there was the
common language called Yayen as early as before the 8th
century B.C., which was based on the dialect in the
neighborhood where Chang'an is at present; then it was
by Shih Huang Ti of Ch'in gaining reign over the whole
country that the status of Northern dialect was raised
higher; since then, the political and cultural center
lay generally in what is called Chungyuvan province of
the Huanghe valley; thus Mandarin was placed in a firm
position as a common language especially with the estab~-
lishment of government seat in Peking since Yuan dynasty.
Now the difference of language as seen in the Shi-
King and Ch'u-tz 'l reflects that of the southern dialect
from the northern in about the 5th century B.C. Also
the exegetics popular in the Han era shows that the
language underwent a great change in those days. The

modern Wu and Yue dialects have their sprout in the eras



from Ch'in to Han. The invasion of other northern races,
aggravated since about the 4th century, caused the mass
evacuation of the Han race. This gave birth to Hakka
dialects. Min dialects also attribute their origin to
the Han race being forced to move into the Fukieﬁ dis-~
trict in order to escape the warfare and congquest in the
south by the successive emperors during the centuries
from the 3rd B.C. up to the 10th A.D.

What remarkably distinguishes now Northern dialect
from other southern ones is whether or not the Jusheng-
tone may be heard. The phonetic transcription of each
dialect is shown in the following:-

THE NORTH WIND AND THE SUN

Pekinese:

ju-i-xui vpei“fey ken ‘tlai-jay ‘tgen-tai-nar
“tsey*lun ‘gei-tsvpen-sz “ta
Wu dialect:

“AY-1 “tgg ‘po.foy .ta tiv-iz"k'a"k'a .le.lv “tsd
“len \§u~penjfwka “pen.. .z ~d's3u
Cantonese:

pakl fupgl tluyd ma:ild jatlttaul jaud jatlts'id
hailsyd tsagllenlkteyd lepdikod tsil tsuyl pind
jatlkod punlsii ta:il

Fuchow dialect:

-pgy hup kg _nithau _tgia “le “tpag "tie ‘ndyn
_ku “pud.ngy
Hakka dialect:

“jit nit "pak fuyg -t'oy "net.t'zeu “tsan’lon _ma:n

~nen k3 “pun‘sz “t'ai





