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The theory of her stupidity, eventually embraced by her par-
ents, corresponded with a great date in her small still life . the
complete vision, private but final, of the strange office she
filled. It was literally a moral revolution and accomplished in
the depths of her nature. The stiff dolls on the dusky shelves

began to move their arms and legs ... (15)' (Italics mine)
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She [Maisie] was abandoned to her fate. What was clear to

any spectator was that the only link binding her to either parent
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was this lamentable fact of her being @ ready vessel for bitter-
ness, a deep little porcelain cup in which biting acids could be
mixed. They had wanted her not for any good they could do
her, but for the harm they could, with her unconscious aid, do
each other. She should serve their anger and seal their

revenge... (5) (Italics mine)
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She [Maisie] had a new feeling, the feeling of danger; on which
a new remedy rose to meet it, the idea of an inner self or, in
other words, of concealment.... Her parted lips locked them-
selves with the determination to be employed no longer. She
would forget everything, she would repeat nothing, and when,
as a tribute to the successful application of her system, she
began to be called a little idiot, she tasted a pleasure new and

keen. (15) (Italics mine)
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Everything had something behind it : life was like a long, long
corridorwith rows of closed doors. She had learned that at
these doors it waswise not to knock — this seemed to produce

from within such soundsof derision. (33-34)
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She therefore recognised the hour that in troubled glimpses she

had long foreseen, the hour when ... with two fathers, two
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mothers, and two homes, six protections in all, she shouldn’t

know “wherever” to go. (99)
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She had conceived her first passion, and the object of it was
her governess. It hadn’t been put to her, and she couldn’t, or
at any rate she didn’t, put it to herself, that she liked Miss
Overmore better than she liked papa ... (22)
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What it appeared to her to come to was that on the subject of
her [Ida’s] ladyship it was the first real kindness she had heard,
so that at the touch of it something strange and deep and pity-
ing surged up within her — a revelation that, practically and so
far as she knew, her mother, apart from this, had only been
disliked .... The tears filled her eyes and rolled down her
cheeks ... (151-52)
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She began to be nervous again . it rolled over her that this was
their parting, their parting for ever, and that he had brought
her there for so many caresses only because it was important
such an occasion should look better for him than any other.
(186)
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[T]here rose in her a fear, a pain, a vision ominous, preco-
cious, of what it might mean for her mother’s fate to have for-
feited such a loyalty as that. There was literally an instant in
which Maisie fully saw — saw wmadness and desolation, saw

ruin and darkness and death. (225) (Italics mine)
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When Sir Claude appears, she makes him the center of her life, its pri-

mary source of stability. He stands solid in her world of phantasmagoric
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images and becomes the recipient of those feelings her parents have failed

to nurture and reciprocate.
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