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Japanese Language Learning Experience of Korean Newcomers

from the Perspective of the Flow Theory

PARK Wookyoung

Abstract

Foreign workers of diverse genders, races, nationalities, and values are living in Japan.
Support for Japanese language learning is needed so that they can build long-term careers
in Japan. In recent studies in the field of pedagogy, the Flow Theory is actively discussed
to promote the Flow experience in educational and learning scenarios. This is because Flow
is a feeling of satisfaction per se, increases intrinsic motivation, and leads to high
achievement. The purpose of this article is to analyze the Japanese language learning
experience from the perspective of the Flow Theory. Three Korean newcomers were interviewed,
and four characteristics of Flow, viz., ‘balance between challenge and skills’

‘attention’, ‘interest’, and ‘sense of control’, were confirmed from the interview data.
At the same time, the following were also ascertained: the problems they encountered with
the Japanese language, how to deal with them, when they perceived their lack of Japanese
language ability, and how they were learning. Findings reveal that Korean newcomers have
accumulated Flow experiences until they acquire current Japanese skills, and because of

such experiences, they are still practicing Japanese language learning

Keywords : Japanese language learning experience, Korean newcomers, Foreign workers,

Flow theory, Phenomenological interviewing
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