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O God, thy arm was here;
And not to us, but to thy arm alone,
Ascribe we all! When, without stratagem,
But in plain shock and even play of battle,
‘Was ever known so great and little loss,
On one part and on th’ other? Take it, God,
For it is none but thine! (IV.106-111)"
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Tillyard considers that the weight of historical and legendary tradition hampered Shakespeare
too greatly; that the inconsistencies of Henry’s miraculously changed character, the picture of
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the ideal king and the good mixer were “impossible of worthy fulfillment”.
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We doubt not of a fair and lucky war,

Since God so graciously hath brought to light
This dangerous treason lurking in our way
To hinder our beginnings. (I1ii.184-187)
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... while the transformation of Isabel from the dissolute and treacherous figure of history into
the moderate, gracious, dignified queen of 5.2 helps to summon up the social world of peace,
love, and civilization which the play has until then excluded.
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Two of these are especially influential: one, Holinshed’s Chronicles (1587) for the King’s
struggle with the Percys, leading to the battle of Shrewsbury; and the other, popular dramatic

traditions for the behaviour of the prodigal Prince and his riotous companions.
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... Holinshed’s Chronicles can be reconceived, not as the successor to Hall’s Union, but rather
as a counterstatement: the evidence of diversity that historical inquiry discovers must not, at

whatever cost to the historian, give way to the principles of unity and order.
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The very competent antiquary Abraham Fleming, a Cambridge man, functioned as the primary
editor, having “sweated mightily,” as it is put in the acknowledgements of contributors, with his

many textual additions striking a patriotic and moral note and his extensive indices. (231)
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Elizabeth Story Donno, “Some Aspects of Shakespeare’s Holinshed,” Huntington Library Quar-
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Acculturation — Application to Shakespeare’s Works

Michio Tokumi

Acculturation, especially in relation to Asian cultures, has become the focus of much recent re-
search. In comparison, however, relatively little work has been carried out in Japan on the accultura-
tion of European societies. In Shakespeare’s Tempest, we see a moment when Alonso’s perception
of European culture might change because of his encounter with a strange being, Caliban. This pa-
per will try to apply the theory of acculturation to Shakespeare’s works, particularly to his Histories
that have been considered to be unconnected with acculturation. To make a play reflects some kind
of acculturation and challenges people’s perception of culture. We can say that any masterpiece
should challenge and change people’s perception of culture. This approach may forge a connection

between the theory of acculturation and Shakespeare’s works.



