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Prouyded that the said Commedies, Tragedies, enterludes, and stage playes be by the
master of oure Revells for the tyme beynge before sene & allowed, and that the same be
not published or shewen in the tyme of common prayer, or in the tyme of greate and

common plague in oure said Citye of London.
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The Queen’s majesty [doth] straightly forbid all manner interludes to be played either
openly or privately, except the same be notified beforehand and licensed within any city or
town corporate by the mayor or other chief officers of the same, and within any shire ...
by two of the justices of peace inhabiting within that part of the shire where any shall be

played. &

g

fEicEUL, FMICZBEOLETEROR(HE, ITE, BEHEZOM) OBRE - 52
AEZFRTL LERFENBENWDTH S,

BERERMEOO Y RHSRHAOTFENEIDLIICRLDE, T0ERITA>TRS
Thb, TMFI2A, TYURHIE, LAY —E-BIIHAREEZHFAILTHDA, INdbL X

11



4 BT

F—HOHUBFNDEHENFICLDARESENKRE N, EWISOBMBERIT, AlES A,
N, BHFTEERN, BATO HEZESEFREL, A—EBAEFAN LBMFTOILA27TH
WIEHA EEZIEZS L THD, BRMNICEFIOMANEEFTFAILEEIZEI TVWERS
NEUNSTH B, HRNEFT T &2 2, FaSN/-ERELERREMC BET
NLUEWIEENDNTNSEY, HEIMERONEET v 7T 5NIHALEN TR,
B724E 1 ACIIFROTANEI TN, PN—FHl—EBIZE2 6N TNnS, S 5ICF4E
(5 H20B8 LLAD), EHOBRERBREND Y ROMIC EEFTEZRO TS, SESER
&, RERBEEBERITELCHO TBHALE CTREZIE, Ly bALERBH I
LEZIBBNEVWIENERENS Eo L L TLEEZFATHLEIREL TS, BF
LI ZOBEUHEESRL, N—) N2 LEBEOEMEES, 574 (3 A 2 HEED I
WBERAKES Y 7A@, R—LAXR5HICHNEEBEFRORAEZ5A DL OHERF
IZRkOTWE, o2 RIHE, DOTRBEORBICBNWTREBRLOVEEINZZFICZD
EOBEREEABMMoELT, ZOBHEEESTLHDTHSA, 167445 H10H, L
25 —B—BICHRE RN THIN DOTH D, O RIME, JHUKERT 20X
51z, F4E12H, oY Bk - 2FSOaFICLDRE - Fr 2 S 2 ERLSNITE
FTEREANTOREEFRDANETINRREMAZGHET S, LrLHERHOERTRL
<, 15814E12H24H, BERET 4L Z—Icd LT, 02 B HMEBISHEZREMIC
T LM S e D HRA TR NS, DA ELADN, BIFROSRIELTICRT,

IYHFRZED, TRTOBREHE, TE, MEE, JUTE, BRE, ATz
TRTOEH, EEH, BELIETERCERA. BlEARICHRY, ENEERE, W
BEHDHWTIRY R - T )= L, TiLOHR, #Fr, vz 5x720,
ENEREET A N —FLLIZTORBRITEDL BNOLCXENER TS T,
INEX VKR, BN 2T 52 REEORKITHRENN DS 5L 5MICBNT, &
BNREREICT, UBLEBEEROME LD NERT & HERBITEIEY 3D
IHED#KD DIThER DT _TOH, ABKET, BEOAE, £ TE, BFRA, /N
YR, e, FEM, 75 ABWA, REM, BEA, K¥EE BEER, HE, £E,
PO BATOMOMLEREESE, BERARCAXREMAR5E THNSLEREZAL
Wz, 1275 REEOBTEREAADSH SO ZBFTICBWT, HISOMEITT,
HOWHEHEOYE UIMEE, FXTERTOMOBE, KA, FEMK, Fik, KE,
8T, BE, 1), #, &% HERVUZOMEREEROEBEYMICHLELRLSHDE TN
T, IBERT RO R - TN Z—F LK EZFORENLEEERICBT S LEIEFE
OEDICHEBENENDERRDEEDI DZTRNTOLOEHMEL, BICBHEET ELER
HRER R UKBRIC L DBMEFEEZRNICE U THRETAEREBH 2/ ED, Nk
DEMETHN LEEED RIS REDEZITE I ED, ETORBF L L THERD
BRI S 2RI TR EMES NS, LRI R T —FHLLEEE
REICL>THEEESND04B, KECEHLENEICEZICES YL, BENGHOE
TEERL, FREEERELEZLZMBE, sl x> R Follz—ELEFOR
BiZ, 70OEE5EE2 ML, BREXIBINILBFRBEFTET LT, RHEIC
BUFHEEOUE ELTEND EEBS FTREICITEEMEREZAL, XADLEH

12



TN GBI & SRR 5
BOBBEEEERNTHIEEE, TRREVDEREIRY R - T —HLLITE
DREEA, 1Bk, 08, BRZOMOBEEZ I LENEXL, X EBEROHE
RIIALBEAOGNDEDNFASN, FREBEEROMEFHITRLEEEL IIHEEH X
DIEDEFICORBENZ580E, FEEIRY VR - Fa)lo—3FOHERIZRD, X
ENEYOEZICID, FEEZHBRRNCEWGERBINZ2E 2R N TSI L5215,
Y FERBERO LEELIEDNZ2ENTNL D ECEAGEESIRT, Z0HFEE
—EDOHHETKI 22T LEARD, BN LEEEIKRTRERCHIC LEFHALL
HERTIALEDNE, BIHETRAEEZRAT 20RO E 5252 82<, X
MEIZEZ B ERhmBRL, XFER, HEEXIEZZOFERELLIREIZE-T, &N
1275 REEOBINTREAADOSH 5P DEFHITBNT, T XTOHHEGICEIE
%, MbER, 5, 1>y —RZOMOAEYOEETEL IIFELLELE,
VITEFEL < IZHHEDRICHE S FT AT, BECETERT 2 2MbT, WM EEL
MEREELIZFOHERELSREBOD LICHEL, HoNEEEZEFRIIITELRZD
TRTOB, EF, ERIRMYZFOEANICTELGEA L<DH2NE2EE, @,
ERTOMBELEREZEHTD, BEREXEZOREIZT, AR, TXTOED
Lo Ry, B, PHE, BUERXIETEICELBESOHBICEDEMATERL,
BEEHL, BWE2E5L, XRNEE2ETLHEEZFED. XAUSEFIRRICHRD, £
HIRYR - Foo—I2, TREOEREGAEE5X720. HEEL SBEHERMN

FEIRTRELLIBZFOHARERIARBICK > TESE ﬁbﬂté%ﬁ% AEITEET
BEMNMAENIBICET TS I EEHERICESE LZ 28T, MEksHETHN, kLT
R RELLIZZOHEERLREL, AEFZEML, AREELIIRIEAITELBR
WAEHAETLTC, LT R RELKIEFOFEERDIRENAFIIBITEETOL
HELTRNDEED D ETHRICIUTEENEREZE L, XRLONEMNEOREEE
ERWTAIEEE, CTHNICEDERITRY R T )l 2—&F L <IEBZOREIL, &
KOBMEITRT HFES, BB, fHXIEENEmCHESINLESS, Bk, L&,
REZ0MOBESZ LI ERNERL, MICEEZETICHT, BNEEEEL, L
HIRTUR - FAI—ELIIHERD RERBENEIEE D SmaE LML
AT OB, WIS URERE, Zhz88), IR, BT REk0, ErmicEndc
DERBEBRVFITRRELEDLNL,®

TUPNALZER, 12770 FeLoRREROKE - BMEZBEREL VWO EE
BHEIZEZ-OTH D BEHEICEL TIOL D BEER—AD AP ZEN/0I
INDPEBERITH D, BHFRTBICE > TFA N o—0ZF RSN ERET<TETE
CAETEEDITTIRANESI N, RBOFHFITRL L DI, ZOBITRIEITERT,
O ROHIEL &EB15924E121F, HEIOKHFENDITPHESOFPITRNI LzELE
NAH5OTH D, (159242 A25HCEBMR,) 4AED L XY —A—EORIFREZDOL I
FEHEISTIRDIZMICEBWT A S &, ol EmE (155945 A16H) ST IT,
FOREOHFETLIEEREORE MNILEESBRAICEE BN DRTNIETRS
BN ERESIZRARVWOTHD, DLAZIE, Phr<stdbnr ROOBEO—D2)
(O ROTFYRFOMDOBEBRETIEIRLS) BEREDEBTIHLILDES LHDAN

13



6 B LR

=2TH5, MBEHFROEEE, BHOEEICERIDRERHREEMAS ZLE2ERL
TNWBOTIHRL, ~EBNRTREEFENBEREICHD ZL2PXUELLTNEDTH 5,
ERFOBOERENRLTND LD, BERED BRE] EWO BEMEEHELIIL
ZkoToy ROOBIENE, BEHMNFEINIOTIERL, LUVXKER THH) 2550
ThbH, EWHDH, HEIZHBLLD ETHBROKFEZD, NEEFERRETHE
ERED HE NEFOBEHCH L THMNICERTH> M Thod, BEZLE,
BEREORRE - AL > TEROHM, S RESNZDOTH D,

1584463 H 3 H, BERE—EEHNT2ENLAY—TEHN, TEHRICREIZ
RDD, FAERDBICHEZ- TEENE, TNV —ORAEERRT S, MLHkizEn
1E, COBEMEHICIZBENE, TEFOMICT AN —OBLEAZR/TOWRVE O LE
EEETHI-ERREINTOWAENZNIFZISIEICT 4 L Z—IC FH SN R EHTFIRIC
HEXN-BEREOHREZ2EZXTHHOTH SN, —E CIEIAMEEOHBEEE Th
B, EVNIBHD, FaINZ—0ORBE - BAEZTTOANERD HERZXTERN S DK
ME, LMLEMNSEWNS T, BIFIOEEN UL > TRELDFR SN LTV AR
W ZAUIET, TN DEBEE - XEHEEZRTADSTORICHERT RETH 5.
DFD, NEESOBEFBREZTOOTEANOCROHTHOHABRATHREBERE
FANZ—THoIEVNWI ENEEROTH D, BIHEZZOT 1 IV —OERICIRL, &
1E I AEB/DH LRI TEAFD THH] 2B20TH 2, MR MNEEESHHED
BEEHDIEE, BBEAABETERL, LALT 1 L= d 5 I581FOFFFIRT
%, HEMH OBLIC DRSSz, RETHEBIEERNMNEBO-DTHoLER
RLUTWARWOTH D, FL, BEROBEE - XEENTERETIIR<BEREILS
BLEDREIZEDEE - HEL>RDTH D,

B RIZD L END D o1 L XTI DH, 1606FEAN Y —EF—BIC T +—F 2 VEBEZE
DHOBEERBFICBNTREZT D JE2FAT2ETFRNATHIND, ZORKFFRIC
ROXDBEENFETNTNDS,

Prouided alwaies, and our will and pleasure ys, that all auctoritie, power, priuiledges, and
profittes whatsoever belonging and properlie appertaining to the Maister of our Revells in
respecte of his office, and everie Clause, article, or graunte conteined within the letteres
patentes or Commission, which haue heretofore been graunted or directed by the late
Queene Elizabeth our deere Sister, or by our selves, to our welbeloued servantes
Edmonde Tilney, Maister of the office of our said Revells, or to Sir George Bucke knighte,
or to either of them in possession or reversion, shall be remayne and abide entire, and in
full force estate and vertue, and in as ample sorte as yf this our Commission had never

been made.!

ZOWMEL, B LAY —H—BOEFROEESEENCES RN, TROEA ) —
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Good mr Paquior, mr Samuel Daniell hath enformed me yat the King my Master is pleased
at the mediation of the Queen in his behalf, that there shalbe a company of children or
youths prepared & licenced to play comedies & tragedies hence at Bristow & elswhere
& to go vnder the name & title of the Youths of hir maiesties royall chambre of Bristow.
& he hath desired my good will herin & hee hath shewed to me a draft in parchemin of the
Kinges warrant in this behalf. Provided therfor yat it be made in the same form (for
I return the sam draft to you here enclosed) I yeld my consent, for I wish well to Mr
Daniel & would be glad to doo him any good, in any thing wherin I should not preiudice
myn own right, nor do wrong to my successors. & so I bydd kyndly farewell from the kings

office of the Revells.?
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BERNRKEEBERENA Y AR MATHREFEL XD ETHRBRNRAAS. INER
CDIEAREOBRETIIRVNSEADITART 22, 16244 BIZHEN—/N—KM,
E, MEE, BEHE, JITH, REE, EHE0MMICRADEEELNLEBRERNL
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The Control and Patronage of the Elizabethan Stage

Kazuaki Ota

It has been established that the Crown protected the Elizabethan stage against attacks
from the corporation of London and other enemies of the theatre. Queen Elizabeth and
influential members of the Privy Council, such as the Earl of Leicester and Lord Hunsdon,
patronized major companies of players, authorizing them to play throughout England. There
were, however, times when the central government appeared to act as if they were actually
an enemy of the stage themselves. In 1597, the Privy Council ordered the demolition of all
the purpose-built theatres in London. In 1598, it issued a decree restricting playing in and
around the city of London to only two companies. In 1600, it further ordered these two
troupes to limit performance to a single playhouse each and not to play more than twice a
week. Some critics believe that these decrees issued by the Privy Council against the stage,
together with the system of dramatic censorship by the Master of the Revels established in
Elizabeth’s reign, were intended to curtail the growth of the expanding theatre industry.
The present paper questions this notion, arguing that, in spite of these ostensibly
antitheatrical measures, the central government had no intention of restraining the stage.
It was one thing to issue an order but quite another to see that it was enforced. There is no
evidence that the output of the London theatre industry was diminished during the period
1597-1600 when the Privy Council issued the orders against the stage. The Privy Council
minutes and other records strongly suggest that it made little or no effort to have any of
these antitheatrical decrees vigorously enforced. (The order of 1597 for the destruction
of all playhouses did not in fact destroy any of them.) Dramatic censorship by the Master of
the Revels did not check the growth of the theatre industry either, but rather promoted
it. The Master censored all plays being prepared for the stage according to the royal patent
granted to him in 1581. This system of censorship, by which the Master licensed the plays to
be acted, made it easier for companies of players to operate in London as well as in the
countryside, because the Master’s licence for playing protected the players against mayors
and other local officials who wanted to suppress their performances. It is true that the
central government, with the Master of the Revels as their agent, exerted control over the
stage, but they regulated the stage in a way that protected the theatre industry rather than

placing limits on it.
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