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! Anne Bronté, The Tenant of Wildfell Hall, The Shakespeare Head Bronté Vol.l, 1989, p.xi.
% Pride and Prejudice (Oxford Univ. Press, 1967), pp.42-43%:H&
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Though not a positive drunkard, Mr Robson habitually swallowed great
quantities of wine, and took with relish an occasional glass of brandy and
water. He taught his nephew to imitate him in this to the utmost of his

3 Charlotte Bronté, Biographical Notice in Wuthering Heights (Penguin Books, 1982), p.34.
* Lawrence and Elizabeth Hanson, The Four Brontés (Archon Books, 1967), p.170% 08
® Mrs. Gaskell, The Life of Charlotte Bronté (London: J. M. Dent&Sons, 1960), p.15.
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ability, and to believe that the more wine and spirits he could take, and the

better he liked them, the more he manifested his bold and manly spirit,

and rose superior to his sisters. Mr Bloomfield had not much to say

against it, for his favourite beverage was gin and water, of which he took a

considerable portion every day, by dint of constant sipping — and to that,

I chiefly attributed his dingy complexion and waspish temper. °®
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“He detests the very sight of wine,” she added, “and the smell of it
almost makes him sick. I have been accustomed to make him swallow
a little wine or weak spirits-and-water, by way of medicine when he was
sick, and, in fact, I have done what I could to make him hate them.””
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% ibid., Ch. 3.
9 ibid,, Ch. 3.
%hid., Ch. 3.
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YMrs. Gaskell, op. cit., p.87.
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YW. A. Craik, The Bronté Novels (London: Methuen, 1968), p.10.



