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Title : A Study on Housing Reconstruction Process of Subsidized Private-Rental Housing Residents

More than 15,000 pre-existing housing units were rented by the Kumamoto Prefectural
government and provided as temporary housing (from here on referred as “subsidized
private-rental housing”) to secure accommodation for people who lost their homes during the 2016
Kumamoto earthquake. This provision of subsidized private-rental housing has been a cause of
concern, as it can socially isolate earthquake victims and lead to the outflow of population in an
area impacted by an earthquake. One of the aims of this study is to comprehend the relocation
status and assess the influence of the number of private-rental housing units on the relocation. And
the other is to comprehend the relocation status of households that lived in the subsidized
private-rental housing units and assess the relocation-associated changes in their neighbor
relations.

There were three typical patterns of relocation found among households living in subsidized
private-rental housing. These patterns were: “inside the town to inside of the town,” “outside the
town to inside the town,” and “outside the town to outside the town.” For example, in Minamiaso
village, where collapsing of houses and mass landslides were severe, while over 80% of the
households living in constructed temporary housing had already rebuilt their homes within the
village, only about 60% of the households living in subsidized private-rental housing had done so.
Further, only about 50% of the households living in subsidized private-rental housing outside the
village rebuilt homes inside the village, constituting a major portion of the population outflow from
the village. In contrast, in Kumamoto city, more than 6,000 private-rental housing stocks were left
over, so more than 95% of the citizens move into private-rental housing inside the city.

Regarding the survey of changes of neighbor relations, interviews were conducted at two separate
time periods with households that lived in subsidized private-rental housing in Minamiaso village.
The results were studied in relation to the trends in home-rebuilding to analyze the changes in
neighbor relations. Until homes were rebuilt, pre-existing neighbor relations had been maintained
to a degree through the spatial and social characteristics of mountainous areas. After rebuilding
homes, it was suggested that changes in neighbor relations differed depending on the relocation
pattern, specific destination of relocation, and the means of rebuilding.

The actual situation of population outflow and isolation clarified in this study crosses
institutional and spatial scales such as households, administrative districts (neighboring
communities), municipalities, and countries / prefectures. To formulate a disaster prevention plan
for subsidized private-rental housing, it is important to pay attention to the initial conditions at

each scale, such as the number of housing stocks at the municipal scale.



