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But I have one want which I have never yet been able to satisfy; and
the absence of the object of which I now feel as a most severe evil. I
have no friend, Margaret: when I am glowing with the enthusiasm of
success, there will be none to participate my joy; if I am assailed by
disappointment, no one will endeavor to sustain me in dejection. I shall
commit my thoughts to paper, it is true; but that is a poor medium for
the communication of feeling. I desire the company of a man who could
sympathise with me; whose eyes would reply to mine. You may deem
me romantic, my dear sister, but I bitterly feel the want of a friend. I
have no one near me, gentle yet courageous, possessed of a cultivated
as well as of a capacious mind, whose tastes are like my own, to ap-
prove or amend my plans. How would such a friend repair the faults of
your poor brother! I am too ardent in execution, and too impatient of
difficulties. But it is still greater evil to me that I am self-educated: for
the first fourteen years of my life I ran wild on a common, and read

nothing but our uncle Thomas's books of voyages. (19, Letter II ~_*— 3
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But, supposing all these conjecture to be false, you cannot contest the
inestimable benefit which I shall confer on all mankind to the last gen-
eration, by discovering a passage near the pole to those countries, to
reach which at present so many months are requisite; or by ascertain-
ing the secret of the magnet, which, if at all possible, can only be effect-

ed by an undertaking such as mine. (16, Letter 1)
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A human being in perfection ought always to preserve a calm and
peaceful mind, and never to allow passion or a transitory desire to dis-
turb his tranquility. I do not think that the pursuit of knowledge is an
exception to this rule. If the study to which you apply yourself has a
tendency to weaken your affections, and to destroy your taste for those
simple pleasures in which no alloy can possibly mix, then that study is
certainly unlawful, that is to say, not befitting the human mind. If this
rule were always observed; if no man allowed any pursuit whatsoever to
interfere with the tranquility of his domestic affections, Greece had not
been enslaved; Caesar would have spared his country, America would
have been discovered more gradually; and the empires of Mexico and

Peru had not been destroyed. (56, Vol. I, Ch. IV #F7AR5E5)
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I heard of the slothful Asiastics, of the stupendous genius and mental
activity of the Grecians, of the wars and wonderful virtue of the early
Romans — of their subsequent degenerating—— of the decline of that
mighty empire, of chivalry, Christianity, and kings. I keard of the dis-
covery of the American hemisphere and wept with Safie over the hapless

Jate of its original inhabitants. (122, Vol. II, Ch. V #H4K5%)
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Now I am twenty-eight and am in reality more illiterate than many
schoolboys of fifteen. It is true that I have thought more, and that my
day dreams are more extended and magnificent, but they want (as the
painters call it) keeping; and I greatly need a friend who would have
sense enough not to despise me as romantic, and affection enough for

me to endeavor to regulate my mind. (20, Letter II)
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He was also pursuing an object he had long had in view. His design
was to visit India, in the belief that he had in his knowledge of its vari-
ous languages, and in the views he had taken of its society, the means
of materially assisting the progress of European colonization and trade.
In Britain only could he further the execution of his plan. (163-64, Vol.
III, Ch. II #HAEEEH)
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I read merely to understand their meaning, and they well repaid my
labours. Their melancholy is soothing, and their joy elevating, to a de-
gree I never experienced in studying the authors of any other country.
When you read their writings, life appears to consist in a warm sun
and a garden of roses, in the smiles and frowns of a fair enemy, and the
fire that consumes your own heart. How different from the manly and

heroical poetry of Greece and Rome! (70, Vol. I, Ch. VI)
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‘Tt is well. T go; but remember, I shall be with you on your
wedding-night.
I started forward, and exclaimed, ‘Villain! Before you sign my

death-warrant, be sure that you are yourself safe. (173, Vol. 3, Ch. 3)
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They know our infantine dispositions, which, however they may be af-
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terwards modified, are never eradicated; and they can judge of our ac-
tions with more certain conclusions as to the integrity of our motives.
A sister or a brother can never, unless indeed such symptoms have
been shown early, suspect the other of fraud or false dealing, when an-
other friend, however strongly he may be attached, may, in spite of

himself, be contemplated with suspicion. (215, Vol III, Ch. VII)
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