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Library Discovery Systems  

• There is a general consensus that library discovery systems “require 
a fundamental re-orientation to the needs of the user” –OhioLink 
study, 2020.

• Studies show users have issues with the web-scale discovery systems 
typically used in academic libraries.

• The University of Illinois Library has developed the Easy Search 
information discovery and delivery system, emphasizing expanded 
access to information resources through value-added links. 



Easy Search  Discovery and Delivery System
• Committed to providing a discovery environment that serves as 

a one-stop-shopping platform for users.

• Easy Search employs a bento-style display with search results 
displayed in partitioned screen areas by format type – journal 
articles, books, local materials, web results.

• Employs variety of information resource APIs that are 
asynchronously searched and displayed on the screen – using 
article DOIs (Digital Object Identifiers) as the connecting glue.



Importance of Data in Scholarly Research

• Data management and curation are important elements in the 
scholarly workflow.

• Researchers take a holistic view of the research lifecycle and treat data 
as one of many elements in the scholarly communication workflow.

• Data generation, usage, storage, and sharing are an integrated aspect 
of a larger scholarly workflow.

• Data sharing mandates and growth of data sharing and reuse for 
research verification and reproducibility



Dataset Repositories

• Large number of local and regional dataset repositories 
(institutional repositories: Illinois Data Bank, Kyushu University 
QIR), disciplinary repositories (Protein Data Bank, PANGAEA), 
interdisciplinary dataset repositories (Dryad, DataCite, FigShare).

• Easy Search uses the Scholix Framework for Scholarly Link 
Exchange http://www.scholix.org/ API to connect retrieved 
journal article DOIs with the associated data used by the article 
authors and deposited in dataset repositories.

http://www.scholix.org/


Example Search results with Dataset Repository Links

• The Scholix links are displayed with the article search results 
along with other complementary links such as the Altmetric 
badge links, open access links from Unpaywall, full-text links 
from Browzine, DOI links, Bing API results, and Libguide match 
links.

• The Scholix links provide access to the data that was generated 
and/or used in a particular published research project; show 
what dataset repositories were used by researchers; and can 
help identify relevant dataset repositories for Easy Search users. 
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