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The Transformation of Development Pattern of Korean Semiconductor Industry:
A Case Study of Samsung Electronics

e
YOSHIOKA Hidemi

The purpose of this paper is to examine the transformation of development pattern of Korean
Semiconductor Industry, as a case of Samsung Electronics. I would like to clarify that Samsung has
entered into the new development phase since the latter half of 1990’s. The former catching-up
phase was characterized by the decision making of top-down style by the chaebol owner, the

dependence to outside financing, and the high-risk investment for a limited number of standard

products. I will point out the new phase is the autonomous development phase, which is

characterized by the internal financing and innovation on the domestic knowledge base.
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