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The Achievements and Prospects of the First East Asia Summit (EAS):
From the Point of View of Intra-ASEAN Economic Cooperation

i
SHIMIZU Kazushi

The First East Asia Summit (EAS) was held in Kuala Lumpur on December 14, 2005.
Its member countries were 16, including 10 ASEAN countries, Japan, China, Korea, India,
Australia and New Zealand. Since the Asian Economic Crisis, a number of East Asian wide
cooperative frameworks including ASEAN Plus Three (ASEAN plus Japan, China and
Korea) have been explored, although ASEAN was the only regional cooperation in East
Asia in the past. The First EAS focused on the extension of those cooperative frameworks.
In the future EAS will play a very significant role in the development of East Asian re-
gional cooperation or the formation of a future East Asian community.

In this paper I will examine the achievements and prospects of the first EAS in
December of 2005. First, I will examine this theme from the point of view of intra-ASEAN
Economic Cooperation. This is because ASEAN has been not only the sole organization of
intra-regional economic cooperation in East Asia, but is also an important hub or axis in
the current East Asian regional cooperation. After analyzing the experiences of intra-
ASEAN economic cooperation and pointing out its characteristics, I will examine the
achievements of ASEAN in the first EAS. Finally, I will summarize the achievements of
this first East Asia Summit.

Keywords: EAS, East Asian Community, ASEAN, ASEAN Plus Three, AFTA, AEC,
Economic Cooperation, Economic Integration, FTA, AKFTA
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