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Consideration of the Elderly Support and Inheritance in Korea
— Based on Interviews in Rural and Urban Korea —

KIM Hyang-Nam

In Korea, the population is aging and the family function in charge of the support of
elderly people is deteriorating quickly in the face of social change. In this paper, it is shown
clearly what kind of meaning inheritance has for the elderly people of Korea where the pen-
sion system and social services are in an insufficient condition.

Many of Korean elderly people have a firm traditional norm, inheriting to the eldest
son who performs religious service after death and at the same time inheriting “Chip” and
supporting old age. Such an inheritance method can be also said to be a reasonable realistic
strategy for securing old age support in the present state of the pension system and social
services.

On the other hand, although diversification is also seen by inheritance, many elderly
people have postponed inheritance until after death. In accordance with the “filial-piety”
norm in support and caregiving in old age, succession to property is used strategically.
Elderly people leave property aiming at independence in old age at least until caregiving is
needed, and it has become clear that inheritance has an important meaning as a means to
secure the independent nature.
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