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Manganoan Stilpnomelane (Ekmanite) from the
Matsuo Mine, Kochi Prefecture

Haruo Swirozu

(Abstract)

The mineral occurs as a veinlet of a subparallel aggregate of laths, traversing iron-
bearing manganese ores in the Paleozoic rocks at the Matsuo mine, Kochi Prefecture, Japan.
Color brownish black. Pleochroic; X bright yellow, Y=Z deep reddish brown. a=1.585, p=r
=1.651, y—a=0.066. Specific gravity 2.85. X-ray powder pattern is very similar to that
of stilpnomelane. d,,=12. 05A, b=9.57A. Chemical analysis: SiO, 43.45, TiO, 0.01, ALO,
5.18, Fe,0, 9.34, FeO 21.63, MnO 6.68, MgO 2.30, CaO tr., Na,0 0.11, K,01.13, H,0* 7. 39,
H,0™ 2.78, total (100.00). These data indicate that the mineral is ekmanite, a rare mineral
that may preferably be called manganoan stilpnomelane.
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