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Memorandum on the Description of the Number of Clapping

On the Ritual Books of the 9th and 10th Centuries
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Abstract

This paper examines the number of handclaps used
in worship in the 9" and 10" centuries based on
descriptions of clapping hands in Japanese ceremonial
texts from these periods. In the legal ritual books of the
ritsuryé system of the 9" and 10" centuries, such as
Kétai Jingii Gishikicho (B KA EFERIR), Toyukegi
Gishikicho (1L 5E AR, Dairi Gishiki (W HE A&
), Gishiki (=X, Engishiki GEERX), and Saikyiki
(W6 530), the word “clapping” appears along with the
number of claps. The descriptions of clapping in these
texts have been mentioned in the literature related to
kokugaku and Shintd. However, few studies have
focused on the number of claps in these periods. This is
because the number of claps in a “step” (dan E%),
which is a division of the total number of claps, could
be interpreted in various ways, and no explicit rule has
been known. Therefore, this paper first proposes a
descriptive method that allows for the widest
interpretation of the number of claps in a step. Then,
using this method, this paper examines the perceptions
and tendencies of the number of claps and the
relationship between that and the number of bows that
appear in the ceremonial texts of these periods.
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