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The former shoreline heights of the last interglacial time and the
Holocene time in the Yukuhashi plain, North Kyushu, Japan.

Kunihiro Isan, Shoichi SHiMoyaMa and Tokihiko MATsSUDA

Abstract

In this study, the authors clarified the height of shorelines of the Shimosueyoshi and the
Jomon ages by means of field work on land and of boring data subsurface in the Yukuhashi
area. The results obtained are as follows.

1. Coastal terraces, previously considered as marine terraces of the last interglacial
time, are covered with the Aso-4 tephra deposits and consist of the eolian sand and fluvial
deposits, which are exposed down to 3.8m above the present sea-level. Thus, the last
interglacial shoreline is estimated at lower than 3.8m above the present sea-level.

2. Beneath the Yukuhashi plain, two marine layers containing marine shells were found
in the core samples. The upper one is of the Jomon transgression age, because the Akahoya
tephra was found at the base. The lower one is of the Shimosueyoshi transgression age
because the layer lay beneath the Aso-4 tephra.

3. The maximum height of the Shimosueyoshi layer is 10m below the present sea-level
according to the boring data examined. Thus, the Shimosueyoshi shoreline height is inferred
to be between +3.8m (from on-land data) and —10m (from boring data).

4. The highest level of the Jomon transgression layer found beneath the plain is +1.6m
above the present sea-level. This is similar in height to that on the Genkainada coast, and is
lower than the average on the coast of the Japanese Islands.

5. Thus, it is concluded that the Yukuhashi plain has been a subsiding area as well as

the Genkai district at least since the Shimosueyoshi age in the late Quaternary.
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For the locations, see Fig.2. Both are submarine borings.
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Fig.9 Gravelly sand cutting the laminated sand (on the left) in the middle Kurozoe sand Member

at Inadohama (Loc.5). Scale is 27cm long.
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Fig.10 Distribution of boring date containing marine deposits and the heights of the upper limits
of the marine deposits in the Shimosueyoshi transgression age.
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Fig.11 Isobath of base of the Jomon transgression age marine deposits in the Yukuhashi plain.
a . sites of boring data in which marine deposits have been described to occur, b © sites where
marine deposits were not ascertained, ¢ . same as b, by hand-boring, d : isobath of the base of
the Jomon-age marine deposits (in meter above the present sea level) , e : landward limit of the
Jomon-age marine deposits.
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Photomicrograph of volcanic glasses sampled from the boring core at site A in new

Kitakyushu Airport. Bar is 0.2mm long.

1. Volcanic glasses of the Matsuyama tephra. These glasses have superhydoration

structure.

2. Volcanic glasses of the K-Ah tephra.
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